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Character Motivation
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Links to Standards: These links will take you to a web page
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Stage 1-Desired Results
Content Standard(s):
Copy and paste them here:

CCSS.ELA-Literacy.RL.8.3 Analyze how particular lines of dialogue or incidents in
a story or drama propel the action, reveal aspects of a character, or provoke a
decision
8.F.B.5-Use functions to model relationships between quantities.
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Understanding(s):
Students will understand that . . .

Internal and external aspects affect an
individual's choices.

Essential Question(s):
What motivates people to make certain
decisions in life?

Other Notes:

Stage 2-Acceptable Evidence
Performance Task(s)
How do the students prove they understand the
concept(s)?
What are the tasks?

-Reading and analyzing character
motivations in a short story...then, a
nonfiction article...and finally, in an excerpt
from an article.
-Discuss and analyze the motivations of
home buyers and the devastating decisions
that are often made based on the internal
motivators, rather than the external reality.

Other Evidence and Formative
Assessment works:
-Leveled Graphic Organizers to determine (step by
step) the different motivators influenced decisions
made by characters in the readings to the left. As a
culminating activity, students will work in small groups
to complete a Life Size Character Analysis Poster
Project (which includes illustrating the character"/
Students will have individual roles to complete that will
add to the final product.
-Students see models of mathematical equations in
real-life situations to compare and contrast the decision
making process that home buyers go through. Then,
they will make graphs to chart the results as well as
create a role play situation to perform for the class.

Rubric: Create a rubric at http://rubistar.4teachers.org/
Copy the url to the created rubric and paste it here:

http://rubistar.4teachers.org/index.php?ts=1381505565
Stage 3- Learning Plan
Learning Activities:
Type your lesson plan here:
Teacher will introduce the topic of characterization and character motivation, explaining the difference/relationship between
internal and external influences.
After reading a fictional short story, students will complete a graphic organizer (leveled for their ability) to determine the
character's motivations for a given decision from the text. Afterwards, students will meet in small groups to discuss their findings
and collaborate with peers to narrow their focus in terms of overall motivating factors.
This process will repeat with a nonfiction article as well as with an excerpt from a novel following that.
Final Project will be for the students to be assigned a group and determine their separate roles within this union, relating to
characterization and motivation, to complete a Life Size Character Analysis of a character of their choosing from one of the
above texts.
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Math Connection:
Teacher will reinforce the concepts taught in the Literature classroom regarding
character motivation and relate this to the decision making process home buyers
go through in trying to purchase a home.
Teacher will use systems of equations to compare cost effective purchases based
on external conditions in relation to the internal factors of buying a home.
Students will represent these using mathematical models and present their
findings to the class.

Adapted from Grant Wiggins and Jay McTighe-Understanding by Design

Lesson Contributors: Please type your names and your district’s name:
Karole Ochs, Katie Budnick, Mary Jo Sonnenberg-Parkside Middle School (Peru)//
Linda Dannenberger, Mary Jo Araujo, Craig Phalen-Shepherd Middle School (Ottawa)
Directions: Save this pdf and email it to trossman@roe35.org
Or pwasilewski@roe35.org
Thank you for sharing!

