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Backwards Design Template 
 

Name of lesson/ unit:____________________________________ 
 

Grade Level:   k 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8  
 

9 10 11 12 college 
 
Subject Area: ELA  Math  Science Technology 
 

Social Studies/ History  Fine Arts 
 
PE/Health  Foreign Languages 

 
Links to Standards: These links will take you to a web page   

CCSS ELA       
CCSS Math 
CCSS History/SS  
Next Gen Science   
Fine Arts   
PE/Health   
Computer Science/Technology 

 Foreign Languages 
 

 
Stage 1-Desired Results 

Content Standard(s):  
Copy and paste them here: 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy�
http://www.corestandards.org/math�
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/RH/6-8�
http://www.nextgenscience.org/next-generation-science-standards�
http://www.isbe.state.il.us/ils/fine_arts/standards.htm�
http://www.isbe.state.il.us/ils/pdh/standards.htm�
http://www.iste.org/standards/nets-for-students/nets-student-standards-2007�
http://www.isbe.state.il.us/ils/foreign_languages/standards.htm�
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Understanding(s): 
Students will understand that . . . 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Essential Question(s): 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Other Notes:  
 
 
 
 
 

Stage 2-Acceptable Evidence 
 

Performance Task(s) 
How do the students prove they understand the 
concept(s)? 
What are the tasks? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Other Evidence and Formative 
Assessment works:  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Rubric: Create a rubric at http://rubistar.4teachers.org/ 
 
Copy the url to the created rubric and paste it here:    
 
 

Stage 3- Learning Plan 
 

Learning Activities: 
Type your lesson plan here:  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://rubistar.4teachers.org/�
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Adapted from Grant Wiggins and Jay McTighe-Understanding by Design 
 
 
 
 
Lesson Contributors: Please type your names and your district’s name:  
 
 
 
Directions: Save this pdf and email it to trossman@roe35.org 
                                                                    Or pwasilewski@roe35.org 
 

Thank you for sharing! 
 
 
 

mailto:trossman@roe35.org�
mailto:pwasilewski@roe35.org�

	Name of lesson unit: Persuasive Essay
	Content Standards Copy and paste them here: W1a Introduce precise, knowledgeable claims, establish the significance of the claims, distinguish the claims from alternate or opposing claims, and create an organization that logically sequences claims, counterclaims, reasons, and evidence.

W1b Develop claims and counterclaims fairly and thoroughly, supplying the most relevant evidence for each while pointing out the strengths and limitations of both in a manner that anticipates the audience’s knowledge level, concerns, values, and possible biases.

W1c Use words, phrases, and clauses as well as varied syntax to link the major sections of the text, create cohesion, and clarify the relationships between claims and reasons, between reasons and evidence, and between claims and counterclaims.

W1d Establish and maintain a formal style and objective tone while attending to the norms and conventions of the discipline in which they are writing.

W1e Provide a concluding statement or section that follows from and supports the argument presented.

W5.0 Develop and strengthen writing as needed by planning, revising, editing, rewriting, or trying a new approach, focusing on addressing what is most significant for a specific purpose and audience.

L1.0 Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English grammar and usage when writing or speaking.

L2.0 Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English capitalization, punctuation, and spelling when writing.
	Understandings Students will understand that: Qualities of an epic hero

How to apply heroic characteristics to an informational text

Persuasive techniques/appeals
	Essential Questions: Who is a person that you look up to, and how could you argue that this person qualifies as a contemporary epic hero?
	Other Notes: 
	Stage 2Acceptable Evidence: 
	Performance Tasks How do the students prove they understand the concepts What are the tasks: Read and identify heroic characteristics using book-marking

Paraphrase information on post-its

Organize information so it can be presented in a variety of formats
	Other Evidence and Formative Assessment works: Observations/checkpoints for post-its

Students share examples of qualities they have discovered

Post-it "rough draft" - submission of evidence before project completion 
	Rubric Create a rubric at httprubistar4teachersorg Copy the url to the created rubric and paste it here: https://docs.google.com/file/d/0B77bDf6OuA8AeWhRVkxWUEQzX1k/edit?usp=sharing
	Stage 3Learning Plan: 
	Learning Activities Type your lesson plan here: Students find a biography/autobiography on a person of interest

Students read and draw evidence from the informational text they have chosen

Students document evidence by paraphrasing information on post-it notes

Students organize post-it notes (50) according to category

Students present findings in format of their choice (essay, poster, presentation, video, etc)
	Adapted from Grant Wiggins and Jay McTigheUnderstanding by Design: 
	Lesson Contributors Please type your names and your districts name: David Ross, Amy Wilson, Dan Beck - Mendota High School
	Directions Save this pdf and email it to trossmanroe35org Or pwasilewskiroe35org: 
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