
 

  
 

                                                                                                                        
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

ParentsΩ Guide to Reopening School 
 

Dear Rappahannock Families, 
Thank you to our entire school family for your valuable input by completing surveys and volunteering for our planning 
committees.  Based on your feedback, along with data from the Virginia Department of Education, Virginia Department of 
Health, World Health Organization, CDC, and other reputable organizations, we have created a comprehensive proposal. 
Our planning teams have worked diligently to think of every possible scenario for safely reopening schools in the following 
nine areas: Space Utilization/Schedule for Instruction, Health & Safety Mitigation, Social Emotional Learning Supports for 
Students and Staff, Connectivity and Remote Learning Resources, Human Resources Policies and Implications, Transportation 
& Bus Routing, Instructional Delivery and Staff Development, Meals and Feeding Programs, and Athletics & Activities.   We 
are also closely monitoring our health district data to ensure we have all the tools needed to make the best decision for our 
students and staff.  We hope that this bulletin provides key information to you as we move ahead with our plans to continue 
to serve our students, families, and community in the new school year. 
 

At Your Service, 
Dr. Shannon Grimsley, RCPS Superintendent  
 

Summary 

Inside this Bulletin: 
 

-Health & Safety Mitigation 

-Social Emotional Learning 

Supports 

-Scheduling for Instruction & 

Space Utilization 

-Transportation & Bus Routing 

-Meals & Feeding Program 

-Connectivity & Remote 

Learning 

-Instructional Delivery & Staff 

Development 

-Athletics/Activities 

-Human Resources 



 

 

 

 

 

 

Health Screening 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The following steps will be followed with sick persons arriving in 

clinic. 

1. Nursing assessment (question about symptoms, body 
temperature, physical exam) 
 

2. If a fever is present, the individual will be sent home. 
 

3. If individual presents 1 or more COVID symptoms, they will be 
masked and isolated in designated area with supervision until 
they can be dismissed home with a family member or 
guardian. 

 

4. Any medically unstable individuals will be transported by EMS  
to a local emergency health care facility. 

 

Nurses/Clinic Visits 

Our first priority will be the health and safety of our students, staff, and community. Mitigation strategies will be 

implemented to ensure a healthy and successful return to school during Phase 3 of the Forward Virginia Plan. The following 

mitigation plan is subject to change per the guidance of Governor Northam, state health officials, and/or at the discretion 

of school administration. 

 

Health & Safety Mitigations 

¶ RCPS has developed health screening procedures for all students, employees & visitors for our school division.  

¶ tŀǊŜƴǘǎ ŀǊŜ ŀǎƪŜŘ ǘƻ ƳƻƴƛǘƻǊ ǘƘŜƛǊ ŎƘƛƭŘΩǎ temperature and any signs of COVID-19 symptoms at home prior to sending 

them to school.  Parents are asked to keep their child at home if any COVID-19 related or general illness symptoms 

appear.  Refer to helpful, daily checklist graphic below. 

¶ Screening of Visitors- Only essential visitors will be permitted to enter the school facilities.  Visits to the school will 

require an appointment unless it is an emergency.  All essential visitors will be asked to complete a health assessment 

questionnaire and possible body temperature check prior to entering.  Visitors will be required to wear a face mask in 

the building.  Parents, guardians, or family members who need to pick up a student during instruction will need to call 

ahead and wait outside in their vehicles.   

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
RCPS will follow standard operating procedures and CDC recommendations and guidelines for sanitization of school 

facilities. RCPS will ensure that the facilities are as sanitary as possible to promote a healthy environment for students, 

staff, and any other essential visitors.  

¶ Proper sanitation supplies such as soap, water, hand sanitizer, masks, and gloves will be accessible to all persons 

in RCPS facilities.  

¶ HVAC filters will be changed more frequently. 

¶ Air purifying devices will be used in school buildings. 

¶ A disinfectant, EnviroOx, will be used to mist the classrooms. EnviroOx is odorless and dries within 15 minutes.   

¶ Touchless sanitizer stations and touchless air dryers are being installed. 

¶ High touch areas such as bathrooms and door knobs will be frequently cleaned. 

¶ There will be a cleaning schedule of communal areas such as the cafeteria. 

¶ There will be cleaning procedures for PE equipment and playground equipment. 

 

Cleaning & Disinfecting 

Health & Hygiene Education 

¶ Hygiene protocol training will be conducted for all staff prior to the school opening.  This is to include, but not 

limited to proper handwashing or use of hand sanitizers, respiratory etiquette, and proper use of PPE.   

¶ Proper hygiene methods will be reinforced with students by all staff. 

¶ Proper signage promoting good hygiene practices will be posted as part of instructional process for students and 

staff. 

 

Health & Safety (continued) 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Health & Safety (continued) 

Face Masks/Shields 

¶ Masks or face coverings are not recommended for younger children ages 10 and under, especially for 
prolonged use. 

¶ Masks or face coverings are required for staff when in contact with students, parents, and other staff. 
Adaptations will be made for those who are unable to wear a cloth face covering.   

¶ Additionally, face masks or face coverings are encouraged for older students specifically during transition 
periods or transportation when proper distancing cannot be achieved. 

Safe Water Availability 

There will be no use of water fountains/communal watering stations.  Drink machines will also be unavailable.  RCPS 
will create a plan for providing drinking water to staff and students such as bottled water.  

 

KEY POINTS FOR PARENTS 

*RCPS has developed health 
screening procedures for 
everyone who enters the 

buildings.  

*Parents are asked to 
conduct a health checklist 

before sending child to 
school.  If any symptoms or a 

fever are present, please 
keep him/her  at home.  

*Thorough sanitization 
practices will be in place.  

*Personal hygiene, such as 
hand washing, wi ll be 

emphasized.  

*Face masks are required by 
staff.  Additionally, they are 

recommended for older 
students during transitions.  

*Water fountains will be 
closed.  

 


