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Third Sunday of Lent 

 

 

 

This Parish exists to carry out the mission of Our Lord Jesus Christ on Earth. By our participation in the Holy 
Mass, the perfect act of worship, the saving power of Jesus is realized in our individual lives, families, 

communities and in the world. Our outreach helps extend the reign of Jesus into all the dark corners of the 
world. As we gather as a family here in this holy place we experience a foretaste of our own destiny…Heaven! 
If you are a visitor, welcome! If you are a returning member, welcome home! We are really glad you’re here. 

And remember, YOU are passionately loved by Jesus Christ. 
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Readings for the weekend of March 13th and 4th       
Fourth Sunday of Lent 

FIRST  READING:  (1 Samuel 16:1b,6-7,10-13a) 2nd Reading–(Ephesians 5:8-14) Gospel–(John 9:1-41) 
 
PRAY FOR OUR PARISHIONERS IN THE HOSPITAL OR ON HOS PICE:  Pauline Brasfield, Mark McPherson, 
and Rita Trifilo. Please keep them, all the sick, and their caregivers in your prayers.  
 
PRAY FOR OUR PARISHIONERS WHO ARE UNABLE TO LEAVE T HEIR HOMES:  Albert Billets, Nick 
Campanotta, Joe Gagliano, Chad Galloway, Frances Myers, Ethel Pruitt, Stan Rogato, John Sokira, Ed Suchey, Elizabeth 
Sullivan, and Jessie White. Please keep these, all the homebound, and their caregivers in your prayers. If you know of any 
parishioner who should be added to or removed, please contact the office. 
 
PRAYER BOOK:  The prayer book in the narthex is available for all prayer requests. Please pray daily for these requests.  
 
PRAY FOR OUR TROOPS: Especially our families, friends and loved ones who are currently in active military service: 
Darren Armentrout (Stateside), Jeremy Barton (Iraq), Dane Blankenship (Afghanistan), Todd Blevins (Afghanistan), 
Justin Bramblet (Afghanistan), Christopher Cates (Overseas), Ricky Copas (Germany) Joel Dill (Japan), Erin Fadlevich 
(Iraq) Brian Gibson (Iraq), Heath Gober (Iraq), T. R. Gray (Stateside) Becky Hodges (Guam), Jonathan James 
(Afghanistan), Scott Jones (Stateside),  Jenny Malone (Stateside), Scott McDonald (Afghanistan), David Miller 
(Afghanistan), Richard Parvin (Stateside), Tim Rowell (Stateside), Joey Serio (Iraq), Ben Perry (Qatar), and Shane 
Thomas (Stateside). Please keep all of our brave men and women in your prayers. If you know of anyone who should be 
added to or removed from this list, please contact the church office. 
 
PLEASE JOIN OUR PARISH! We would love to have you as a registered member of St. Patrick. If you are attending 
Mass at St. Patrick and would like to join our parish, pick up a Census Card in the narthex, fill it out and put it in the 
collection basket. Not sure if you are on record? If you are not receiving contribution envelopes, you are not registered. 
 
HOLY WEEK MINISTERS NEEDED:  If you will be able to minister during Holy Week, (Thursday, Friday, Saturday 
or Sunday) please contact Catherine Barrett as soon as possible.  
 
THE LAST SUPPER: On March 21st at 7:30pm (note new time) a group from St. Elizabeth Ann Seaton will, once again, 
give a theatrical performance of Leonardo Da Vinci’s Last Supper here at St. Patrick in the church. This is a theater 
quality performance you will not want to miss! Just ask anyone who saw it last year! 
 
LENTEN SERVICE DAY  will be Saturday March 27th. Team sign up sheets are in the St. Joseph Hall. Please help us as 
we use our time and talents to beautify our Church, Family Life Center, and the grounds as we prepare for Easter. 
 
WE MAY HAVE TO CANCEL THE ST. PATRICK COVERED DISH !! : Our annual celebration is just 1½ weeks 
away and we still do not have a committee. Without a committee we will have to cancel this annual event in honor of our 
Patron, St. Patrick of Ireland. Please call the office as soon as possible if you are willing to help with decorating, food 
presentation, and cleanup.  
 

 FAITH FORMATION :   Classes are this Wednesday, March 10th at 6:30 pm SHARP!!!   There 
will be NO CLASS on Wednesday, March 17th, St. Patrick's Day, during Spring Break.   
 
PENNIES FOR PRIESTS:   The Faith Formation classes will continue to make their contributions to help one of our 
Seminarians through school.  The last day of collection will be Wednesday, March 24th.  The Catechists and I ask that the 
children make a special effort during the next few weeks to "earn" their pennies by doing good deeds at home, being an 
example of good behavior during weekend Mass or offering a prayer for one of the men studying to become a Priest.  The 
generosity has been outstanding and I thank the children and their parents for their support toward the priesthood.  
Sincerely, Janet Rubino, DRE. 
 
R.C.I.A:  Anyone who is interested in learning about the Catholic Faith and any Catholic who is interested in learning 
more about their Faith please plan to join us Tuesday, March 9th at 6:00 pm. 
 
FIRST COMMUNION : Please pray for our students who will receive First Communion on Sunday, April 25, 2010.  
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�� CHOIR REHEARSALS:  Choir Rehearsals:  Next rehearsal, Sunday, March 21st at 8:00 am with 
Mass following at 10:00.     
                                             
 
 
 
 
THIRD SUNDAY OF LENT:  A surprise encounter can turn our lives around. God offers us living water. Come and 
drink. (John 4:5-42) Let us pray that we as a christian community may reach out to the homeless and the marginalized. 
(Vocation View is sponsored by the Serra Club.) 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
A LITTLE LUNACY GOES A LONG WAY : It takes a bit of craziness to change the world. Einstein, the Wright 
Brothers, Mahatma Gandhi, all were labeled eccentric or just plain crazy by society. And maybe they were. It’s as if those 
souls meant to transform our world would have to step outside the norm to do it. They stick out like a fish on a treadmill 
but they make an amazing difference, even when it takes a good bit of lunacy to get them there. The Samaritan woman 
thought Jesus was loopy too. Was this maniac rabbi going to dive into the well and carry water up in his robe? And what 
was “living” water? But the crazy patchwork of Jesus’ conversation touched her heart. He broke the rules, laughed at 
society’s conventions and changed her life. With a bit of “lunatic” behavior He transformed an entire town. That’s what 
God can do. He brings a startling new perspective into our lives, a blessed bit of craziness so that we stand out from the 
crowd. People laugh, call us crazy, but then they ask why? Crazy maybe .. crazy like a fox. 
  

 BASKETBALL :  Congratulations to our high school boys basketball 
team on ending the regular season with a 5-5 record.  This past week, the Irishmen played three scrimmage games against 
Central Park Christian School in preparation for their opening-round BCBL tournament game against St. Francis Xavier 
today (Sunday) against St. Francis Xavier.  In the three games vs. CPCS, Ollie Anwah led the scoring with 34 points; 
Mark McPherson contributed 23; Taylor Eatman had 11; Mike Smith scored 10; Jacob Antonio and Justin Richerzhagen 
each added seven; and Xan McPherson scored two.  Please come support the team at 1:45 p.m. today (Sunday) at Our 
Lady of the Valley in their game against SFX.  With a win today, the team will advance to the semi-finals this Thursday, 
March 11 against Our Lady of the Valley Blue, at 7:45 p.m. at OLV.  Good luck, team! 
 
SHAMROCK CLASSIC :  Many thanks to everyone who made this year's 13th annual Shamrock Classic tournament the 
success that it was.  We congratulate the winners:  Boys Champion -- St. Francis Xavier (Gurley); Girls Champions -- 
Prince of Peace (White Division) and St. Rose -- Zarzaur (Green Division); Boys 2nd and 3rd Place -- St. Aloysius and St. 
Francis Xavier (Girkin), respectively; Boys Sportsmanship -- St. Francis Xavier (Girkin); Girls Sportsmanship -- St. 
Francis Xavier. 
 

DID YOU KNOW  that there are some great pictures of the recent 4th Degree exemplification, Mass and 
banquet accessible right from the home page of our church website?  Click the article entitled Assembly 2399 Welcomes 
Six New 4th Degree Knights and "be there in pictures!" Thanks to Louis Muro who does such a great job of maintaining 
the Knights section of our website. 
 
 
 

LENTEN CALL: A DIFFERENT LIFE:  
 

“…you are asked to live in a different way. Not on the superficial level, 
a prey to the many pressures that our consumer society puts on you, but 
profoundly. Find a pause for prayer, for reflection, for silence, in order 

to discover your true selves in a true relationship with God and 
others…”  Pope John Paul II Servant of God 
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SPRINGFEST TICKETS Please remember to pick up your tickets in the Narthex. Someone will be available after every 
mass to collect sold tickets. If you need more tickets please contact Adam and Michele Cooper 205.607.7461 or the 
church office. Remember, the 10 plus deadline is March 24th! 
 
VENDOR BOOTHS: We will again have Vendor booths at Springfest. Booths will be sold on a first come first serve 
bases and they will fill up fast. If you are interested in renting booth space please contact Jamey Cather at 296-2490 
 

 THE BLESSED SACRAMENT PARISH Annual Homecoming Dinner will be held Sunday, 
March 14, 2010 from 11:30 a.m. until 2:00 p.m.  This year’s meal will be lasagna, salad, bread, dessert and beverage. The 
cost will be $8.00 for adults and $4.00 for children under 12.  Take out dinners will be available.  There will be a raffle 
with $100 first prize and two handmade afghans for second and third prize.  Mass is at 10:30 a.m.  Security service is 
provided in parking area.  Elevator access is available to the Parish Hall.  If additional information is needed please 
contact the church office. 
 
ST. ELIAS Maronite Catholic Church’s 12th Annual Lebanese Food and Cultural Festival to be held April 9 and 10. Free 
admission. You will have an opportunity to taste the food and experience the atmosphere of the only Lebanese Maronite 
Catholic Church in the State of Alabama, and also help celebrate its 100 years in Birmingham. To celebrate, there will be 
special hats, t-shirts, cups and a hand-out explaining the history of our Church in Birmingham.  To schedule a tour for 
your class or for more information, contact Lil Harrison at lil_harrison@charter.net.  Twenty-five percent of all proceeds 
for the Festival will go to local and national charities other than St. Elias.  In the last eleven years St Elias has donated 
over $195,000.00 to other charities from Festival proceeds.  Check out our website at 
<http://www.stelias.org/festival_2010.html>.   
 
PRINCIPAL NEEDED: � The Catholic Diocese of Alabama in Birmingham seeks a creative and dynamic professional; 
with excellent interpersonal skills; proven leadership skills; ability to work with a diverse population; and financial and 
educational background as a Principal for Holy Family Elementary school, in Huntsville Alabama, to begin service on 
July 1, 2010. The ideal candidate will understand the vision of the Roman Catholic Church Schools. He/she will be skilled 
in curriculum/instruction, sound leadership, management, finance, and is sensitive to working in a multi-cultural 
environment. Qualifications require the person to be a practicing Roman Catholic, hold a Masters degree in education or 
related field, possess or able to acquire certification as an administrator in Alabama, a minimum of three years experience 
in teaching, some administrative experience and a demonstrated ability to lead an academically excellent program . 
Excellent communication skills required. Fluency in English and Spanish preferred. Applications due March 10, 2010. To 
submit a resume and cover letter, please contact: Father Glen Sayers, S.D.S. C/O Mary Tomaine, Principal at e-mail 
mtomaine@holy-family-school.com or Fax 256-533-0747 resumebank@bhmdiocese.org 
 
OUR LADY OF SORROWS: You are invited to attend The Day of Recollection on March 26th at 8:30am at Our Lady 
of Sorrows Catholic Church.  Please join us for this Lenten spiritual retreat with prayer, silent reflection and repentance.  
Fr. Rick Chenault, associate pastor of Our Lady of the Valley and teacher at John Carroll High School will be the guest 
speaker. Lunch will be served in the Parish Hall for a fee of $6.00.  Pre-registration is required by March 17th. Call the 
church office for questions and reservations.  
 
SCOUT MASS: This year’s Scout Honors Mass is Sunday May 16th, 2:00 PM in the Cathedral of St. Paul. Scout emblem 
applications and adult award nominations need to be in the diocesan youth office by April 16th. Please contact the church 
office if you have questions. We have a new video on line. It is the homily from last year’s Scout Honors Mass. Please 
take a look: www.ourparishvideos.com/bhmdiocese 
 
HAITI EARTHQUAKE RELIEF:  If wish to make a contribution you may send a check to: Diocese of Birmingham; 
Haiti Relief Effort; P.O. Box 12047; Birmingham, AL 35202-2047. Make checks payable to Diocese of Birmingham with 
a notation that the check is for Haiti Relief. Let us pray for the people of Haiti.  
 
FATHER BEAN  will be the Spiritual Director on a pilgrimage to the Holy Land November 7-16, 2010. The cost will be 
$3,119.00 per person plus airport taxes, tips, & lunch.  For more information see the flyer on the bulletin board.  
 
 



 

 

Easter Triduum  

The Easter Triduum begins on Holy Thursday with the evening Mass of the Lord's Supper, is continued through Good 
Friday with the celebration of the passion of the Lord on Holy Saturday, reaches its high point in the Easter vigil, and 

concludes with evening prayer on Easter Sunday. 

The Season of Lent ends on Thursday of Holy Week. Then the Church remembers the death and resurrection of Jesus 
during the Easter Triduum. These three days are the most important time of the Church year. 

Mass of the Lord's Supper  
On Holy Thursday we remember the Last Supper and that Jesus gave himself in the Eucharist. We recall that Jesus 
chose his apostles to serve and lead the Church. Remembering that Jesus washed their feet at the Last Supper, the 

priest washes the feet of members of the congregation. Holy Thursday is a special day for all priests since it is a day to 
mark the beginning of the ordained priesthood. 

The evening Mass of the Lord's Supper on Holy Thursday is a beautiful and joyful celebration. During the singing of the 
Gloria, the church bells are rung and then remain silent until the Easter Vigil of Holy Saturday night. Because Holy 

Thursday is a feast day of the Blessed Sacrament, there is a procession of the Eucharist after the Mass to an altar of 
repose set up for the occasion. Then the main altar is stripped bare. 

Good Friday  
On Good Friday we remember the death of Jesus. According to an ancient custom, Mass is not celebrated on this day or 
before the Easter Vigil on Holy Saturday. The celebration of the Lord's passion and death takes place in the afternoon. 

There are three parts to the liturgy of the day: the Liturgy of the Word; the Veneration of the Cross; and Holy Communion 
with Hosts consecrated on Holy Thursday. 

Easter Vigil  
On Holy Saturday the Church meditates on the suffering and death of Jesus. Then the Church gathers to celebrate the 
Easter Vigil. The celebration of the Easter Vigil should take place at night, beginning after nightfall or ending before the 

dawn of Sunday. 

The Easter Vigil has four parts: The Service of Light; the Liturgy of the Word; the Liturgy of Baptism; and the Liturgy of the 
Eucharist. 

During the Service of Light, all the lights in the church are turned off and a fire is prepared outside the church. Then the 
fire is blessed and the Paschal Candle is lighted from the new fire. The candle is carried into the dark church. It is a sign 
of Christ, the Light of the World, who has overcome the darkness of sin and death. The lighted Paschal Candle provides 
the only illumination. Then, from the flame of the Paschal Candle, members of the congregation light the small candles 

that they are holding. The flame is passed from person to person until everyone is holding a lighted candle. The light from 
the Paschal Candle and all the small candles provides the only illumination in the church during this portion of the liturgy. 

This section concludes with the singing of the Easter Proclamation, the Exsultet. 

During the Liturgy of the Word, the story of God's great love for us is proclaimed in readings from the Old and New 
Testaments. There are seven Old Testaments texts. Although it would be preferable that all seven Old Testament 

readings be proclaimed, the number of readings may be reduced if the circumstances necessitate. However, three Old 
Testament readings should be proclaimed. Minimally, two Old Testament readings must be proclaimed. The readings 
recall the great events of salvation, beginning with creation itself and were selected to dispose people to celebrate the 

sacraments of Christian initiation with great faith. 

During the Liturgy of Baptism, those who have been preparing for Baptism and their godparents are called forward. The 
priest and ministers then go to the baptismal font", if this can be seen by the congregation. Otherwise a vessel of water is 

placed in the sanctuary. After the candidates are baptized, all present stand with lighted candles and renew their 
baptismal promises as a sign that they share the new life of Jesus through his resurrection. The newly baptized and 

confirmed await their first sharing in the Eucharist. 



The Easter Vigil concludes with the celebration of the Eucharist. This is a joyous sharing in the sacrificial meal of Jesus 
Christ, Lord and Risen Savior. 

Liturgical Colors  
On Holy Thursday for the Mass of the Lord's Supper, white is used to signify the joyful events this liturgy recalls. 

Red for the Good Friday liturgy signifies the passion and death of Jesus. 

For the Easter Vigil, white signifies the joy of Christ's resurrection. Gold may also be used since this is the most important 
and joyous celebration of the liturgical year. 

Symbols for the Easter Triduum  
Bread and the cup of wine recall the institution of the Eucharist by Our Lord at the Last Supper. 

The cross recalls the crucifixion and death of Jesus on Good Friday. 

The Paschal Candle and water represent the light and new life of Christ's resurrection and of our baptism. 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

MAKE YOUR PLANS NOW TO TAKE FULL ADVANTAGE OF THE GRACES OF THE TRIDUUM 
 

After the Mass of the Last Supper the Holy Eucharist will be reposed in the Chapel with the vigil lasting until midnight. 
 

Plan to spend one hour with our Lord during this time in remembrance of His time in the Garden. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Weekly Mass Schedule 
 

Saturday  03/06   4:00 pm  Paul Grefsheim - † 

Sunday  03/07  10:00 am  Mass for the People   

  Monday  03/08  No Mass       

Tuesday  03/09  8:00 @ St. Stanislaus 

Wednesday 03/10  9:00 am  Mary Uhron - H 

Wednesday 03/10  6:00 pm  Ruth Yester - † 

Thursday  03/11  9:00 am  Jimmy Turner - † 

Friday   03/12  No Mass  

Saturday  03/13  4:00 pm  Annie Schober - † 

 

Weekly Events and Meetings 
 

Sunday   Mar. 07 Third Sunday of Lent – Mass 10:00 am 
RCIA First Scrutiny 
Bible Study – (Lenten study) 8:30 am 

     Basketball: St. Patrick vs. St. Francis Xavier 1:45 p.m. @ OLV    
Monday  Mar. 08  
Tuesday Mar. 09  RCIA Adult Faith Formation – 6:00 pm    
Wednesday Mar. 10 Mass – 9:00 am & 6:00 pm  

Legion of Mary 9:45 am  
   Faith Formation 6:30 Sharp! 
   Lenten Bible Study - 6:30pm 
Thursday Mar. 11 (Tentative) Basketball: St. Patrick vs. OLV-B 7:45 p.m. @ OLV 

   Friday  Mar. 12  Stations of the Cross – 6:30 pm 
Saturday       Mar. 13 Vigil of the Fourth Sunday of Lent – Mass 4:00 pm 

  Sunday  Mar. 14 Fourth Sunday of Lent – Mass 10:00 am 
RCIA Second Scrutiny 
Bible Study – (Lenten study) 8:30 am 

     (Tentative) Basketball: St. Patrick vs. TBD 3 p.m. @ TBD 
 
     
BULLETIN NOTICES:  Please have all bulletin notices in the office by Noon on Wednesday.  
   
WHEELCHAIR:  A wheelchair is in the Cry Room, available for Emergencies Only. 
   
LOST AND FOUND: There are several articles in lost and found. Please call the Church Office for assistance. 
     
DAILY MASS-ROSARY-NOVENA PRAYER:  Daily Mass is at 9 am Wednesday & Thursday and at 10:00 am on First 
Fridays (Unless otherwise posted under the Weekly Mass Schedule above.) A Rosary, the Daily Prayer for Vocations, and the 
Miraculous Medal Novena Prayer will be prayed 30 minutes before Daily Mass begins. A Rosary is prayed at 9:30 a.m. in the 
chapel every Sunday morning.  Volunteers are requested to lead the Rosary at each occasion.  The Primary Intention of the 
Rosary prayed is: ‘An End to Abortion’. 
 
DAILY MASS MINISTRY:  Volunteers are needed to be Lectors and Extraordinary Ministers during Daily Mass. If you 
would like to serve please check the sign-in sheet in the narthex. If no one is down to serve, just sign your name.  
 
THE CRY ROOM  is provided for crying children and their parent(s) only. Please do not attend Mass in the cry room unless 
you have a crying child with you. If you are late for Mass please come in and join the congregation. You are most welcome!  
 
CATHOLIC RADIO IN BIRMINGHAM ! – AM 1480 Queen of Heaven Radio, broadcasting Catholic programs during 
the daytime. Listen in and tell a friend! Advertise for them by picking up a bumper sticker from the table in the narthex 
and placing it on your car bumper or window. Go to www.queenofheavenradio.com where you can check out current 
programming, subscribe to the newsletter, contact the station and to make donations. 
 


