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                   Introduction
By Bishop Robert J. Baker
This Christmas season I invite you to light a candle of hope each day from the Solemnity of the Birth of Our Lord on Christmas Day, until the Solemnity of the Epiphany. Too often our celebration of the light that Christ has brought to us is over before it even has begun. In order to fight off this temptation, I invite you to set aside sometime each day, perhaps at the family meal, or in your parish before daily Mass to pray this little devotion daily during the Christmas season.

Over the past few years, we have experienced the darkness of scandal in the Church, terrorism in our land, war in Iraq and Afghanistan, economic hardships—not to mention the personal trials that each of us goes through in the course of our lives.  We may be tempted toward sadness rather than joy, despair rather than hope, during this Christmas season, when we have every reason to rejoice in Christ who has come to save us.

Christmas is the glorious celebration of the greatest event of all time – the birth of the Son of God, who was victorious over all the forces of evil, past, present, and future. 

Yet in the din of the secular celebration of Christmas—where Christ and the Mass are both absent, this has been lost. Can we Catholics not recapture the force of good that Christ brought this world by his birth to impact our lives in our own day and time – this Christmas season?

· Hope is the virtue that enables us to experience the reign of Christ in our lives now. 

· Hope unites past, present, and future by bringing Christ’s saving activity to bear on the present moment.

I invite the clergy, religious, and laity to join together this Christmas in a symbolic gesture of hope in the face of all the temptations to negativity and hopelessness that we are confronting in our day and time.

In our Churches we can use the Christ Candle that is often lit during Christmas Mass. It may or may not be situated in the center of the Advent wreath with its four Advent candles that had previously been lit each Sunday of Advent. The Christ Candle can be brought up during the Offertory procession. As the Christ Candle is being brought to a position in the sanctuary and placed, possibly in the center of the Advent wreath, a prayer is offered; an invitation is made to all in the congregation to commit toward doing something constructive, some random act of kindness, as soon as possible; and finally the Christ Candle is lit as a symbol of our prayer and constructive action, a Christmas symbol of hope, that is envisioned as bringing a little light into the darkness of the world in which we live. 
 
In our homes I invite everyone to have a Christ Candle of Hope that could be lit at the main Christmas dinner, a practice continuing throughout the Christmas season, using the prayers in this devotional. 

May lighting this candle and praying these prayers lead us into an ever deeper relationship with Jesus Christ, who told his followers: "You are the light of the world” (Matthew 5:14).  And “Let your light so shine before men, that they may see your good works and give glory to your Father who is in heaven” (Matthew 5:16).
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                                                                                                       Reading: Luke 2:1-7
In those days a decree went out from Caesar Augustus that all the world should be enrolled. This was the first enrollment, when Quirinius was governor of Syria. And all went to be enrolled, each to his own city. And Joseph also went up from Galilee, from the city of Nazareth, to Judea, to the city of David, which is called Bethlehem, because he was of the house and lineage of David, to be enrolled with Mary, his betrothed, who was with child. And while they were there, the time came for her to be delivered. And she gave birth to her first-born son and wrapped him in swaddling cloths, and laid him in a manger, because there was no place for them in the inn.
Prayer Response

Prayer Leader: Lord, as we celebrate this great feast of Your birth, may we always be mindful that You have come to save us, as we say:

Everyone: Jesus, there is room for You here.
Prayer Leader: On that first Christmas, there was no room for You in the Inn; on this Christmas, come into our hearts. 

Everyone: Jesus, there is room for You here.
Prayer Leader: Lord, make our home a place of Your presence.
Everyone: Jesus, there is room for You here.
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(Light the candle as everyone prays together.)
Everyone: God our loving Father, You sent Your Son, Jesus Christ, into this world to conquer all the forces of evil - sin, suffering, and death - and to overcome evil with the power of good and hatred with the strength of love - Your great love for us in Jesus.
Help us never to curse the darkness, but to join with You in bringing Your light into this world, the light that is Your Son, born of the Virgin Mary, in Bethlehem.

Help us to be instruments of Your light and love by doing one special act of kindness now and by being Your special instrument of reconciliation this Christmas season.

May the Christ Candle we light symbolize our desire to bring light into a world of darkness and hope into a world of despair.

We ask this through Christ our Lord. Amen.
Act of Kindness
+Resolve to offer some gift of clothing, food, or money to a homeless shelter so that Christ in the guise of the homeless finds a welcome.
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      December 26th
St. Stephen, First Martyr

Reading: Acts 7:55-60

Stephen, full of the Holy Spirit, gazed into heaven and saw the glory of God, and Jesus standing at the right hand of God; and he said, "Behold, I see the heavens opened, and the Son of man standing at the right hand of God." But they cried out with a loud voice and stopped their ears and rushed together upon him. Then they cast him out of the city and stoned him; and the witnesses laid down their garments at the feet of a young man named Saul. And as they were stoning Stephen, he prayed, "Lord Jesus, receive my spirit." And he knelt down and cried with a loud voice, "Lord, do not hold this sin against them." And when he had said this, he fell asleep.
Prayer Response

Prayer Leader: Lord, as we continue to celebrate this great feast of Your birth, we call to mind the first great witness who gave his life for his belief in You.
Everyone: Lord Jesus, receive us.
Prayer Leader: Saint Paul witnessed the faith of Saint Stephen and later was converted to the Faith. Increase our faith and trust in You. 

Everyone: Lord Jesus, receive us.
Prayer Leader: Lord, help us to forgive one another and all who have wronged us.
Everyone: Lord Jesus, receive us.
Lighting of the Christ Candle of Hope

(Light the candle as everyone prays together.)

Everyone: God our loving Father, You sent Your Son, Jesus Christ, into this world to conquer all the forces of evil - sin, suffering, and death - and to overcome evil with the power of good and hatred with the strength of love - Your great love for us in Jesus.

Help us never to curse the darkness, but to join with You in bringing Your light into this world, the light that is Your Son, born of the Virgin Mary, in Bethlehem.

Help us to be instruments of Your light and love by doing one special act of kindness now and by being Your special instrument of reconciliation this Christmas season.

May the Christ Candle we light symbolize our desire to bring light into a world of darkness and hope into a world of despair.

We ask this through Christ our Lord. Amen.
Act of Kindness
+Think of ways that you can support those who are persecuted for their faith in Christ. Is there a concrete way you can show your solidarity with those believers? Resolve to do so.
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December 27th
St. John, Apostle and Evangelist

 Reading: 1 John 1:1-4

That which was from the beginning, which we have heard, which we have seen with our eyes, which we have looked upon and touched with our hands, concerning the word of life— the life was made manifest, and we saw it, and testify to it, and proclaim to you the eternal life which was with the Father and was made manifest to us—that which we have seen and heard we proclaim also to you, so that you may have fellowship with us; and our fellowship is with the Father and with his Son Jesus Christ. And we are writing this that our joy may be complete. 
Prayer Response

Prayer Leader: Lord, as we continue to celebrate this great feast of Your birth, we call to mind the disciple whom You loved, who reminds us of the great love You have for each of us.
Everyone: Lord Jesus, have fellowship with us.
Prayer Leader: Saint John witnessed the love that God has for us, that is revealed in the coming of Jesus.  May we experience the joy of God’s love in our lives. 

Everyone: Lord Jesus, have fellowship with us.
Prayer Leader: Lord, help us to grow in communion with you and with our brothers and sisters.
Everyone: Lord Jesus, have fellowship with us.
Lighting of the Christ Candle of Hope

(Light the candle as everyone prays together.)

Everyone: God our loving Father, You sent Your Son, Jesus Christ, into this world to conquer all the forces of evil - sin, suffering, and death - and to overcome evil with the power of good and hatred with the strength of love - Your great love for us in Jesus.

Help us never to curse the darkness, but to join with You in bringing Your light into this world, the light that is Your Son, born of the Virgin Mary, in Bethlehem.

Help us to be instruments of Your light and love by doing one special act of kindness now and by being Your special instrument of reconciliation this Christmas season.

May the Christ Candle we light symbolize our desire to bring light into a world of darkness and hope into a world of despair.

We ask this through Christ our Lord. Amen.
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                                    December 28th
    Feast of the Holy Family
Reading: Colossians 3:12-17

Put on then, as God's chosen ones, holy and beloved, compassion, kindness, lowliness, meekness, and patience, forbearing one another and, if one has a complaint against another, forgiving each other; as the Lord has forgiven you, so you also must forgive. And above all these put on love, which binds everything together in perfect harmony. And let the peace of Christ rule in your hearts, to which indeed you were called in the one body. And be thankful. Let the word of Christ dwell in you richly, teach and admonish one another in hymns and spiritual songs with thankfulness in your hearts to God. And whatever you do, in word or deed, do everything in the name of the Lord Jesus, giving thanks to God the Father through him. 
Prayer Response

Prayer Leader: Lord, as we continue to celebrate this great feast of Your birth, we call to mind Your Holy Family. Help us to imitate them.
Everyone: Lord Jesus, dwell with us.
Prayer Leader: Our Lady trusted in the message given to her by the Archangel Gabriel. May we trust in Your Word and, following Saint Paul’s counsel, may we allow it to dwell within us. 

Everyone: Lord Jesus, dwell with us.
Prayer Leader: Saint Joseph acted on the revelation of God given to him in dreams. May we ever seek to discern God’s will for us.
Everyone: Lord Jesus, dwell with us.
Lighting of the Christ Candle of Hope

(Light the candle as everyone prays together.)

Everyone: God our loving Father, You sent Your Son, Jesus Christ, into this world to conquer all the forces of evil - sin, suffering, and death - and to overcome evil with the power of good and hatred with the strength of love - Your great love for us in Jesus.

Help us never to curse the darkness, but to join with You in bringing Your light into this world, the light that is Your Son, born of the Virgin Mary, in Bethlehem.

Help us to be instruments of Your light and love by doing one special act of kindness now and by being Your special instrument of reconciliation this Christmas season.

May the Christ Candle we light symbolize our desire to bring light into a world of darkness and hope into a world of despair.

We ask this through Christ our Lord. Amen.
Act of Kindness
+Do something nice for someone in your family today. Seek ways to build each other up, while avoiding ways of tearing each other down.
December 29th
St. Thomas Becket

Reading: 1 John 2:7 -11

Beloved, I am writing you no new commandment, but an old commandment which you had from the beginning; the old commandment is the word which you have heard. Yet I am writing you a new commandment, which is true in him and in you, because the darkness is passing away and the true light is already shining. He who says he is in the light and hates his brother is in the darkness still. He who loves his brother abides in the light, and in it there is no cause for stumbling. But he who hates his brother is in the darkness and walks in the darkness, and does not know where he is going, because the darkness has blinded his eyes. 
Prayer Response

Prayer Leader: Lord, as we continue to celebrate this great feast of Your birth, we call to mind that You are the light of the world.
Everyone: Lord Jesus, enlighten us.
Prayer Leader: Saint Thomas Becket was martyred for his loyalty to Your Gospel, help us to bring light where there is darkness. 

Everyone: Lord Jesus, enlighten us.
Prayer Leader: Help us to love those whom we do not, and empower us to forgive those who have wronged us.
Everyone: Lord Jesus, enlighten us.
Lighting of the Christ Candle of Hope

(Light the candle as everyone prays together.)

Everyone: God our loving Father, You sent Your Son, Jesus Christ, into this world to conquer all the forces of evil - sin, suffering, and death - and to overcome evil with the power of good and hatred with the strength of love - Your great love for us in Jesus.

Help us never to curse the darkness, but to join with You in bringing Your light into this world, the light that is Your Son, born of the Virgin Mary, in Bethlehem.

Help us to be instruments of Your light and love by doing one special act of kindness now and by being Your special instrument of reconciliation this Christmas season.

May the Christ Candle we light symbolize our desire to bring light into a world of darkness and hope into a world of despair.

We ask this through Christ our Lord. Amen.
Act of Kindness
+Forgive each member of your household, in the name of Christ, for anything that they have done to wrong you. Write a letter of forgiveness to anyone there might be whom you have not been able to forgive. See this as an act of sharing the light of Christ where there is only darkness.’ 
                               December 30th 

 Sixth Day in the Octave of Christmas
Reading: 1 John 2: 15-17

Do not love the world or the things in the world. If any one loves the world, love for the Father is not in him. For all that is in the world, the lust of the flesh and the lust of the eyes and the pride of life, is not of the Father but is of the world. And the world passes away, and the lust of it; but he who does the will of God abides for ever.  

Prayer Response

Prayer Leader: Lord, as we continue to celebrate this great feast of Your birth, we call to mind our relationship with the Father.
Everyone: Lord Jesus, help us to do God’s will.
Prayer Leader: Saint Joseph and our Lady fulfilled all the prescriptions of the Law on Your behalf; help us to obey all of God’s commands in our life.
Everyone: Lord Jesus, help us to do God’s will.
Prayer Leader: Help us to see what is of real value in life and to seek first the Kingdom of God in all things.
Everyone: Lord Jesus, help us to do God’s will.
Lighting of the Christ Candle of Hope

(Light the candle as everyone prays together.)

Everyone: God our loving Father, You sent Your Son, Jesus Christ, into this world to conquer all the forces of evil - sin, suffering, and death - and to overcome evil with the power of good and hatred with the strength of love - Your great love for us in Jesus.

Help us never to curse the darkness, but to join with You in bringing Your light into this world, the light that is Your Son, born of the Virgin Mary, in Bethlehem.

Help us to be instruments of Your light and love by doing one special act of kindness now and by being Your special instrument of reconciliation this Christmas season.

December 31st
St. Sylvester

Reading: 1 John 2:18 -21

Children, it is the last hour; and as you have heard that the antichrist is coming, so now many antichrists have come; therefore we know that it is the last hour. They went out from us, but they were not of us; for if they had been of us, they would have continued with us; but they went out, that it might be plain that they all are not of us. But you have been anointed by the Holy One, and you all know. I write to you, not because you do not know the truth, but because you know it, and know that no lie is of the truth. 
Prayer Response

Prayer Leader: Lord, as we continue to celebrate this great feast of Your birth, we call to mind the past year.
Everyone: Lord Jesus, help us to live in the truth.

Prayer Leader: For the times that we have not embraced the truth, but have preferred the lie, 

Everyone: Lord Jesus, help us to live in the truth.
Prayer Leader: For the times that we have not recognized You in the least of our brothers and sisters,
Everyone: Lord Jesus, help us to live in the truth.
Lighting of the Christ Candle of Hope

(Light the candle as everyone prays together.) 
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Everyone: God our loving Father, You sent Your Son, Jesus Christ, into this world to conquer all the forces of evil - sin, suffering, and death - and to overcome evil with the power of good and hatred with the strength of love - Your great love for us in Jesus.
Help us never to curse the darkness, but to join with You in bringing Your light into this world, the light that is Your Son, born of the Virgin Mary, in Bethlehem.
Help us to be instruments of Your light and love by doing one special act of kindness now and by being Your special instrument of reconciliation this Christmas season.
May the Christ Candle we light symbolize our desire to bring light into a world darkness and hope into a world of despair.
Act of Kindness
+Pray an Our Father, Hail Mary and Glory Be for all of your deceased family members and friends who died in the past year.
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Reading: Galatians 4:4-7
But when the time had fully come, God sent forth his Son, born of woman, born under the law, to redeem those who were under the law, so that we might receive adoption as sons. And because you are sons, God has sent the Spirit of his Son into our hearts, crying, "Abba! Father!" So through God you are no longer a slave, but a son; and if a son, then an heir.
Prayer Response

Prayer Leader: Lord, as we continue to celebrate this great feast of Your birth, we call to mind that we are Your brothers and sisters on this first day of a new year.
Everyone: Lord Jesus, help us to live as children of God.

Prayer Leader: The Spirit enables us to cry out to God, our Father.
Everyone: Lord Jesus, help us to live as children of God.
Prayer Leader: From the cross You gave us Your Mother as ours; may we turn to her and seek her aid to better live in imitation of you.
Everyone: Lord Jesus, help us to live as children of God.
Lighting of the Christ Candle of Hope

(Light the candle as everyone prays together.)

Everyone: God our loving Father, You sent Your Son, Jesus Christ, into this world to conquer all the forces of evil - sin, suffering, and death - and to overcome evil with the power of good and hatred with the strength of love - Your great love for us in Jesus.

Help us never to curse the darkness, but to join with You in bringing Your light into this world, the light that is Your Son, born of the Virgin Mary, in Bethlehem.

Help us to be instruments of Your light and love by doing one special act of kindness now and by being Your special instrument of reconciliation this Christmas season.

May the Christ Candle we light symbolize our desire to bring light into a world of darkness and hope into a world of despair.

We ask this through Christ our Lord. Amen.

Act of Kindness

+Pray the rosary as a family, that the New Year may be one where each member of your family will grow in their relationship with God.

                            January 2nd
  St. Basil the Great

     & St. Gregory Nazianzen

Reading: John 1:24-28

Now they had been sent from the Pharisees. They asked [John the Baptist], "Then why are you baptizing, if you are neither the Christ, nor Elijah, nor the prophet?" John answered them, "I baptize with water; but among you stands one whom you do not know, even he who comes after me, the thong of whose sandal I am not worthy to untie." This took place in Bethany beyond the Jordan, where John was baptizing. 
Prayer Response

Prayer Leader: Lord, as we continue to celebrate this great feast of Your birth, help us to grow in knowledge of You throughout this new year.
Everyone: Lord Jesus, reveal Yourself to us.
Prayer Leader: Help us to find Your presence in the world, 

Everyone: Lord Jesus, reveal Yourself to us.
Prayer Leader: Give us the humility that we need to recognize Your greatness.
Everyone: Lord Jesus, reveal Yourself to us.
Lighting of the Christ Candle of Hope

(Light the candle as everyone prays together.)
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Everyone: God our loving Father, You sent Your Son, Jesus Christ, into this world to conquer all the forces of evil - sin, suffering, and death - and to overcome evil with the power of good and hatred with the strength of love - Your great love for us in Jesus.
Help us never to curse the darkness, but to join with You in bringing Your light into this world, the light that is Your Son, born of the Virgin Mary, in Bethlehem.

Help us to be instruments of Your light and love by doing one special act of kindness now and by being Your special instrument of reconciliation this Christmas season.

May the Christ Candle we light symbolize our desire to bring light into a world of darkness and hope into a world of despair.

We ask this through Christ our Lord. Amen.

            Act of Kindness

                                      +Teach someone about Jesus today                                          .                   [image: image11.png]



       January 3rd
Most Holy Name of Jesus

Reading: Philippians 2:5-11

Have this mind among yourselves, which is yours in Christ Jesus, who, though he was in the form of God, did not count equality with God a thing to be grasped, but emptied himself, taking the form of a servant, being born in the likeness of men. And being found in human form he humbled himself and became obedient unto death, even death on a cross.  Therefore God has highly exalted him and bestowed on him the name which is above every name, that at the name of Jesus every knee should bow, in heaven and on earth and under the earth, and every tongue confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father.  
Prayer Response

Prayer Leader: Lord, as we continue to celebrate this great feast of Your birth, help us to grow in love of Your most holy name.
Everyone: Lord Jesus, we praise You.
Prayer Leader: Help us to call upon Your name as our only hope.
Everyone: Lord Jesus, we praise You.
Prayer Leader: Teach us to ask for good things from the Father in Your name.
Everyone: Lord Jesus, we praise You.
Lighting of the Christ Candle of Hope

(Light the candle as everyone prays together.)

Everyone: God our loving Father, You sent Your Son, Jesus Christ, into this world to conquer all the forces of evil - sin, suffering, and death - and to overcome evil with the power of good and hatred with the strength of love - Your great love for us in Jesus.

Help us never to curse the darkness, but to join with You in bringing Your light into this world, the light that is Your Son, born of the Virgin Mary, in Bethlehem.

Help us to be instruments of Your light and love by doing one special act of kindness now and by being Your special instrument of reconciliation this Christmas season.

May the Christ Candle we light symbolize our desire to bring light into a world of darkness and hope into a world of despair.

We ask this through Christ our Lord. Amen.

Act of Kindness

+Think of all those in need and present these needs to God the Father in Jesus’ name. Think how you might be able to provide for some of those same needs as an answer to this prayer and do what you can to help.
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  January 4th
 Solemnity of the Epiphany
Reading: Ephesians 3:1-3a, 5-6

For this reason I, Paul, a prisoner for Christ Jesus on behalf of you Gentiles - assuming that you have heard of the stewardship of God's grace that was given to me for you, how the mystery was made known to me by revelation…which was not made known to the sons of men in other generations as it has now been revealed to his holy apostles and prophets by the Spirit; that is, how the Gentiles are fellow heirs, members of the same body, and partakers of the promise in Christ Jesus through the gospel.
Prayer Response

Prayer Leader: Lord, as we continue to celebrate this great feast of Your birth, help us to grow in the knowledge that You will that all be saved.
Everyone: Lord Jesus, save Your people.
Prayer Leader: We present to You the members of our own families who do not know You or whose faith has wavered. 

Everyone: Lord Jesus, save Your people.
Prayer Leader: As we aim to faithfully follow You in this world, we pray that You might reveal Yourself through us to those who do not know You. 
Everyone: Lord Jesus, save your people.
Lighting of the Christ Candle of Hope

(Light the candle as everyone prays together.)

Everyone: God our loving Father, You sent Your Son, Jesus Christ, into this world to conquer all the forces of evil - sin, suffering, and death - and to overcome evil with the power of good and hatred with the strength of love - Your great love for us in Jesus.

Help us never to curse the darkness, but to join with You in bringing Your light into this world, the light that is Your Son, born of the Virgin Mary, in Bethlehem.

Help us to be instruments of Your light and love by doing one special act of kindness now and by being Your special instrument of reconciliation this Christmas season.

May the Christ Candle we light symbolize our desire to bring light into a world of darkness and hope into a world of despair.

We ask this through Christ our Lord. Amen.
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Act of Kindness


As a household, resolve today to visit or invite someone who is alone and bring him or her into your fellowship with Christ.





January 1st


     Solemnity of Mary, Mother of God








                                   Act of Kindness


+Share your faith with someone who does not know Christ. Be the light that they observe in the East that opens the desire for them to come and worship Him as their Savior.








