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The regular meeting of the St. Clair County Board of Education was held on Monday, March 20, 2017. The board meeting 
began at 6:02 pm at the central office with the following board members in attendance: 

                                                
 
 
 

Marie Manning  John DeGaris Randy Thompson Bill Morris 
 
 

 
 
 

The following individuals were also in attendance: 
 

Russ Stewart Lisa Love Eloise Williams Angela Preston Charlotte Studmire Anita Wilson 
Jimmy Parker Lisa Swindall Melinda Splawn Rusty St. John Angie Cornutt Laura Nance 
                      

 
 
1. Vice President Marie Manning called the meeting to order.   
2. A quorum of the board was present Mr. Suttle, Mrs. Cobb and Ms. Gray were absent all other board members were in 
attendance. 
3. Ms. Seals recommended approval of the agenda.  Mr. Thompson made the motion to accept the agenda as recommended 
and Mr. Morris gave the second.  All members voted YES. 
4.  Ms. Seals recommended approval of the Consent Agenda.  Mr. Morris made the motion and Mr. DeGaris gave the 
second.  All board members voted in favor of the Consent Agenda 
       A. Minutes-February 27, 2017 
        
5.  Audience Members 
     Russ Stewart addressed the board.  He stated that the technology team has just completed several major upgrades to our 
network and communications.  These were all designed and built to save money and or increase efficiency and learning.                                                                                                                                             
`1.  Network Upgrade, The team replaced all 100 mbps network switches with 220-1gbps switches. Cost was $0.00 because 
we filed for a discount with ERATE and used Alabama Ahead act to pay our match. 
2.    Wireless Upgrade, all 215 wireless devices in our facilities have been replaced with 266-HP Aruba 1gbps. Cost was 
$0.00 
3.   VoIP Phone system, we will complete the VOIP phone system upgrade at all facilities on March 21, 2017. This is a 
saving of $14,000.00 monthly district wide. An estimated 12 month ROI has already been realized in just 5.7 months.  
4.  E-mail upgrades, we just completed migrating all email accounts from local exchange servers to being in the Microsoft 
cloud.  This saves the need for us to purchase and upgrade out 8 year old mail servers at close to a cost of $100,000.00 
while providing increased security and more storage size. 
5.  Laptop Carts, we placed 660 additional laptops in our schools with 22 laptop carts.  Cost $0.00 because we used the 
remainder of the Alabama Ahead act to pay our match. 
 
6.   

Recognition 
Spelling Bee Winners 

                                   Alexis Harrison - 1st Place        Steele Junior High School 
                                   Antuan Herron - 2nd Place       Ashville Middle School 
                                   Caleb Crumpton - 3rd Place     Springville Middle School 

 
7.  Financial Reports presented by Laura Nance for February 2017: 
        A.  Bank Reconciliation 
           B.   Other Financial Reports      
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8.  Ms. Seals recommended approval of the Personnel Agenda.  Mr. Thompson made the motion to accept the 
recommendation and Mr. Morris gave the second.  All members voted YES. 
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9. Ms. Seals recommended the approval of FY 2017 Budget Amendment 1.  Mr. Morris made the motion and Mr. 
DeGaris gave the second. All members voted YES.   
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10 A. Discussion and approval for rejection of Bid #16/17-10 Plumbing Services. Mr. Thompson made the motion to 
accept the recommendation and Mr. Morris gave the second. All members voted YES. 
  
      B.  Discussion and approval for rejection of Bid # 16/17-11 System Wide Electrical Contracts.  Mr. DeGaris made the 
motion to accept the recommendation and Mr. Thompson gave the second.  All members voted YES. 
 
11. Ms. Seals recommended approval for the Travel of AMS 7th grade students, parents and faculty Michele Rogers, 
Jeremy Cox and Sloan Lewis to go to Georgia Aquarium and World of Coke in Atlanta, Georgia on May 8, 2017.  
Expenses will be paid by students and parents.  Mr. Thompson made the motion to accept the recommendation and Mr. 
Morris gave the second. All members voted YES. 
 
12.  Ms. Seals recommended approval for out of state for AHS Scholars’ Bowl team and faculty Heather Warren to attend 
the NAQT Small School National Championship Tournament in Chicago, Illinois on April 25, - 30, 2017. All expenses 
will be paid by Scholars’ Bowl fundraisers and student funds. Mr. Morris made the motion to accept the recommendation 
and Mr. Thompson gave the second.  All members voted YES, 
 
13.  Ms. Seals recommended approval for out of state travel for SCCHS senior class students selected faculty member(s), 
to go to Six Flags over Georgia on April 7, 2017.  We will be using the same curriculum as we have used before to 
reinforce the Alabama Course of Study for math and science.  They will travel on school buses.  All Expenses will be paid 
by students and parents.  Mr. DeGaris made the motion to accept the recommendation and Mr. Thompson gave the 
second.  ALL Members voted YES. 
 
14. Ms. Seals recommended approval for out of state travel for MMS Beta Club students, parents and selected faculty(s) 
to Six Flags Education Day in Atlanta, Georgia on May 9, 2017.  The Students will conduct activities related to math and 
science.  The will travel by charter bus.  All Expenses paid by students and parents .Mr. Thompson made the motion to 
accept the recommendation and Mr. Morris gave the second.  All members voted YES. 
 
15. Ms. Seals recommended approval for out of state travel for SES Summer Program.  
 

Discussion and approval of out of state travel for SES Summer program : 
June 8, 2017 to the Tennessee Aquarium in Chattanooga, TN 
July 11, 2017 to Ruby Falls and Rock City in Chattanooga, TN 

July 19, 2017 to SunTrust Park in Atlanta, GA 
School bus will be used for transportation. Expenses will be paid with student tuition and staff will pay 

their own expenses. 
Mr. DeGaris made the motion to approve the recommendation and Mr. Morris gave the second.  All members voted YES. 
 
16. Ms. Seals recommended approval of Bid #16/17-07 BOE the System Wide Substitute Personnel Services. Mr. 
Thompson made the motion to table the motion until the next board meeting and Mr. Morris gave the second.  All 
members voted YES. 
 
17. Board Member Comments: 
      A.  Mr. DeGaris, I appreciate  Russ Stewart for his presentation. 
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18. Superintendents Comments: 
      I appreciate Russ’s presentation and comments. Please see the handouts in your packet from the auditors after you 
have completed send to Nancy. Next week is spring break, my son is getting married and Mr. DeGaris daughter is getting 
married on April 29th. 
 
19.  Announce next board meeting- Monday, April 17, 2017-Regular meeting at 6:00 p.m. at the Central Office. 
 
20. Vice President Marie Manning recommended approval to adjourn. Mr. Thompson moved to approve the 
recommendation. 
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