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(Unless otherwise indicated, all the telephone numbers in the bulletin are in the (626) area code).

Pastor: Fr. Philip Sullivan, OCD (332)

Associate Pastors: Fr. Bernard Perkins, OCD (232) and Fr. Leonel Varela, OCD (222)
In Residence: Fr. Albert Bunsic, OCD Deacon Couple: Deacon Joe & Lorraine Mizerski (333)
Vocations: Carmelite: (909) 629-9495 - Archdiocesan: (213) 637-7515
Sacraments:

St. Therese Carmelite School:

Confessions: Wednesday: 7:00-9:00 p.m.
Saturday: 3:30-5:00 p.m.
Baptisms: Register at 284-0020 (1)
Weddings: Call 6 months in advance
Ruben Beltran at 284-0020 (2)

289-3364 - Principal: Alma Cornejo (661)
stsprincipalcornejo@gmail.com
Web Site: stthereseschoolalhambra.org
School Chaplain: Fr. Leonel Varela

Other Ministries/Programs:

Parish Secretary:

*Annulments:
Deacon Joe & Lorraine Mizerski (333)
*Carmelite Spiritual Reading Group
Mondays, Jim Gillette (213) 448-1039
*Grief Support 2nd/4th Wed, 2:30-4pm
*Bible Study: Debbie Robles 679-6370
*Detention Ministry: Sonia Macias
(323) 724-6443
*Knights of Columbus: Grand Knight
Tom Quintana: (626) 863-7061
*Legion of Mary: Tuesdays, 7:00 p.m.
*Natural Family Planning:
Jack & Katrina Crow 292-1906
*Respect Life Ministry:
Catherine Contreras (213) 435-3942
*Rosary Makers: Mondays, 6-8 p.m.
Magda Contreras (213) 300-7776
*St. Joseph Prayer Group: Wed,
6:15 p.m., Albert Grana 576-0872
*Tea at Therese Women’s Group:
2nd & 4th Thursdays at 10:00 a.m.
Dara Barbosa (301)542-9701
*Avila Young Adult Group:
Paula Grimm (909) 703-1284
Ruben Beltran 284-0020 (2)

Denise McMaster-Holguin (223)
denisekay@hotmail.com

Finance: Noralyn Cailan (228)
Christian Services:
St. Miriam of Jesus Crucified OCD
Feast Day: August 25

Masses & Services:
Monday-Saturday:
6:00 & 8:00 a.m.
Carmelite Cloister: 7:30 a.m.
Saturday Vigil: 5:00 p.m.
Sunday:
7:30, 9:00,11:00 a.m., & 5:00 p.m.
Latin High Mass: 1:00 p.m.
Holy Days:
6:00, 8:00,10:00am & 7:30pm
Devotions:
Rosary: After Mon-Sat 8:00 a.m. Mass;
Exposition/Benediction: Thursdays, 7:008:00pm; Intercessors for Priests:
Thursdays, 8:00 p.m.; First Friday Mass
and All-Night Vigil: 7:30 p.m.

Parish Vision Statement:

Bridie McDermott (224)

Choir Directors:

9:00am: Marcia Martinez-Bateman
(775) 771-4992
11:00am: Paula Grimm (909) 703-1284
pgrimm.dir@gmail.com

Altar Ministries:

Fr. Leonel Varela (222)

Ministry to the Sick:

Fred & Margaret Padilla (626) 282-0943

Religious Education & RCIA:
Rhonda Storey 284-0020 (1)
rhondalstorey@gmail.com

Youth & Adult Confirmation
Ruben Beltran 284-0020 (2)
rubenconfirmation@yahoo.com

To be a spiritual Catholic Family focused on prayer as well as service to the Gospel through a Sacramental life. We envision our
Parish as a community of stewards dedicated to building up the Body of Christ through active ministry while living the example of
simplicity, humility, confidence and love of our Patroness, St. Therese of Lisieux.
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Humbly welcome the word that has been planted in you and is able to save your souls. —James 1:21

CATECHESIS Q & A: DEEPENING OUR KNOWLEDGE
“What is Planned Parenthood Planning Anyway?”
By Bishop-Elect Robert Barron
(W A R N I N G: This article is a little graphic—but honest)

I am sure by now that many of you have seen the appalling hidden-camera videos of two Planned Parenthood
physicians bantering cheerfully with interlocutors posing as prospective buyers of the body parts of aborted infants.
While they slurp wine in elegant restaurants, the good doctors—both women—blandly talk about what price they
would expect for providing valuable inner organs, and how the skillful abortionists of Planned Parenthood know just
how to murder babies so as not to damage the goods. One of the doctors specified that the abortion providers
employ “less crunchy” methods when they know that the organs of a baby are going to be harvested for sale. Mind
you, the “crunchiness” she’s talking about is a reference to the skull-crushing and dismemberment by knife and
suction typically employed in abortions. For me, the most bone-chilling moment was when one of the kindly
physicians, informed that the price she was asking was too low, leered and said, “Oh good, because I’d like a
Lamborghini.”
Now it is easy enough to remark and lament about the moral coarseness of these women and the particularly
repulsive way that they combine violence and greed. However, I would like to explore a deeper issue that these
videos bring to light, namely, the forgetfulness of the dignity of the human being that is on ever-clearer display in
our Western culture. One has only to consider the over 58,000,000 abortions that have taken place, under full
protection of the law, in our country since Roe v. Wade in 1973, or the ever-more insistent push toward permitting
euthanasia, even of children in some European countries, or the wanton killing going on nightly in the streets of our
major cities. The figures in my home town of Chicago typically surpass those recorded in the battle grounds of the
Middle East.
What makes this sort of startling violence against human beings possible, I would submit, is the attenuation of our
sense of God’s existence. In the classical Western perspective, the dignity of the human person is a consequence and
function of his or her status as a creature of God. Precisely because the human being is made in the image and
likeness of the Creator and destined, finally, for eternal life on high with God, he is a subject of inalienable rights. I
use Jefferson’s language from the Declaration of Independence on purpose here, for the great founding father knew
that the absolute nature of the rights he was describing follows from their derivation from God: “they are endowed
by their Creator with certain unalienable rights…” When God is removed from the picture, human rights rather
rapidly evanesce, which can be seen with clarity in both ancient and modern times. For Cicero, Aristotle, and Plato,
a cultural elite enjoyed rights, privileges, and dignity, while the vast majority of people were legitimately relegated
to inferior status, some even to the condition of slavery. In the totalitarianisms of the last century—marked in every
case by an aggressive dismissal of God—untold millions of human beings were treated as little more than vermin.
I realize that many philosophers and social theorists have tried to ground a sense of human dignity in something
other than God, but these attempts have all proven fruitless. For instance, if human worth is a function of a person’s
intelligence or creativity or imagination, or her capacity to enter into friendship, then why not say that this worth
disappears the moment those powers are underdeveloped, weakened, or eliminated altogether? Or if respect for
human dignity is related to the strength of one’s feeling for another person, then who is to say that that dignity
vanishes once one’s sentiments change or dry up? My suspicion is that if we interrogated people on the street and
asked them why human beings should be respected, some version of this argument from sentimentality would
emerge. But again, the problem is that feelings are so ephemeral, shifting and changing like the wind. If you doubt
me, read some of the accounts of the officers and soldiers in the Nazi death camps, who, after years of killing, lost
all feeling for those they were murdering, seeing them as little more than rats or insects.
For the past two hundred years, atheists have been loudly asserting that the dismissal of God will lead to human
liberation. I would strenuously argue precisely the contrary. Once the human being is untethered from God, he
becomes, in very short order, an object among objects, and hence susceptible to the grossest manipulation by the
powerful and self-interested. In the measure that people still speak of the irreducible dignity of the individual, they
are, whether they know it or not, standing upon Biblical foundations. When those foundations are shaken—as they
increasingly are today—a culture of death will follow just as surely as night follows day. If there is no God, then
human beings are dispensable; so why not trade the organs of infants for a nice Lamborghini?
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VIRTUS CLASSES &
FINGERPRINTING:

Information & Training Meeting

The
Fall
campaign
for
40
Days
starts Wednesday, September 23, and continues
through November 1, at Planned Parenthood (public
right-of-way), 330 South Garfield Avenue, Alhambra
(corner of Garfield and Beacon).
Please join and
support our Alhambra Team with prayer & fasting. For
more information and/or to sign up for a time to pray in
front of Planned, contact Cathy Nguyen at 675-1587 OR
Louisa Day at (323) 360-5186.

JOIN A CHOIR!

The St. Therese Parish Choir and
the Youth Choir are both looking
for new members! Come share the
joy of adoring God and serving our
community through music! The
Parish Choir sings on Sundays at
the 11:00 a.m. Mass (Rehearsals
are on Wednesdays from 7:30 to
9:00 pm.); and the Youth Choir
sings on Sundays at the 5:00 p.m.
Mass (Rehearsals are on Sundays
from 4:00 to 5:00 p.m.) The first
meeting for the Parish Choir will
be September 10 at 7:30 pm, and
the first meeting for the Youth
Choir will be September 7 at 3:30
pm. For more info, contact the
Director, Paula Grimm, at (909)
703-1284 or pgrimm.dir@gmail.com.

In compliance with the LA Archdiocese & the USCCB,
anyone who is working or volunteering with or around
children here at St. Therese Church and/or School MUST
take the VIRTUS "Protecting God's Children" certification
course AND be fingerprinted. The VIRTUS classes are
good for four years. If you took the original "Protecting
God's Children" in 2011, you will need to re-certify this
year. The sessions will be held as follows:




Protecting God's Children: September 15 from
6:00 to 9:00 pm in the Hall
Re-certification—Keeping the Promise Alive:
September 22 from 7:00 to 8:30 pm in the Hall
Fingerprinting Session on September 23 from
Noon to 3:40 and from 5:00 to 7:00 pm in the
Parish Offices.

ANNUAL MEN’S RETREAT
“No Greater Love”
September 25—27

FIRST FRIDAY MASS

All men of the parish are invited to
attend this annual retreat at Mater
Dolorosa Passionist Retreat Center in
Sierra Madre. Become a better son,
father, husband, friend, and colleague
by reflecting on God’s love and His
special mission for men. The cost for
the weekend is $240, which is for two
nights’ accommodations and five
meals (financial help available).

The next First Friday Mass and All-Night
Vigil will be this Friday, September 4,
at 7:30 p.m. The celebration will begin
with Mass at 7:30 p.m., followed by the allnight vigil, conducted by the Alliance of
the Two Hearts. The vigil includes led
To register or for more info, contact meditations, the Rosary, and a talk. The
Jennifer Roseli at (323) 268-2791 (318) celebration concludes with a Benediction
or jenniferr@laReinaInc.com or go service beginning at 5:45 a.m. on Saturday
online to www.MaterDolorosa.org.
morning.

Saint Therese
Carmelite School...
OPEN ENROLLMENT

Become A Saint!
WHAT DOES ST. THERESE CARMELITE SCHOOL OFFER?

St. Therese Carmelite School is
fully accredited through the Western Association of Schools and Colleges (WASC) and the Western Catholic
Education Association (WCEA). It offers: Transitional Kindergarten through Eighth Grade; Fine Arts
and Physical Education; Religious Education provided by the Carmelite Friars, in collaboration with the
Carmelite Sisters of the Sacred Heart of Los Angeles; Carmelite Spirituality, with an emphasis on the Carmelite
saints; Full-time Carmelite chaplain (Fr. Leonel Varela); Rigorous Classical Curriculum; Small class sizes;
Before- and After-School Academic Enrichment Program (optional), and more!
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Beautiful Beds For Sale!
FOR THE BENEFIT OF
THE CLOISTERED
CARMELITE NUNS

A parishioner has donated two beautiful beds
to the Auxiliary to sell for the benefit of the
nuns: 1) a queen-size sleigh bed (dark golden
brown walnut originally purchased
from Ethan Allan for about $3000) and
2) a white twin trundle bed. To set up a
time to view them and to make a serious
offer on one or both, call 289-1271.

1

2

ATTENTION: Young Adults from
21—39 (including couples)!
St. Therese Parish is
resurrecting The AVILA GROUP
whose mission is to strengthen
faith through friendship.
Events
will
include:
1) FORMATION TALKS: These
will be held on the
first Saturday of every month
at 6:00 p.m., in the Guadalupe
Courtyard of the Parish Offices, beginning THIS
SATURDAY, September 5th, and will include
prayer, a guest speaker, discussion, and a potluck;
and 2) WEEKEND SOCIAL EVENTS: Members will
host informal events, such as: movie nights, pub
nights, wine tastings, sports at the park, concerts,
shows, dances, reading groups such as Theology on
Tap, parish volunteer work such as mentoring youth
and visiting elderly, etc. For questions contact
Paula Grimm at pgrimm.dir@gmail.com OR Ruben
Beltran at rubenconfirmation@yahoo.com

G U A D A L U P E
P R E G N A N C Y
SERVICES:
Are you

pregnant and in need of help? GPS
counselors are available to help with any situation
regarding your pregnancy. All services are local and
are private and confidential. We offer counseling,
education, resources and referrals. Contact Louisa
Day at 872-2483 or email gps.pregnancy@ymail.com.

WORD OF LIFE QUOTE:
“Abortion not only took my baby’s
life but, because of it, I almost took
mine. I am thankful for the Church
and Project Rachel Ministry for
teaching me to love myself, and to
live for God.” ~Mother’s testimony
(If you or a loved one is hurting from
an abortion, call Project Rachel at 1888-456 HOPE for free, confidential
counseling or go to www.hopeafterabortion.org.
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BIBLE STUDY
Acts: The Spread of the Kingdom
The Acts of the
Apostles provides us
more than a history of
the First Christians. It
is also the story about
the Early Church with
the Holy Spirit as the
protagonist. Christ did
"Public Exposition of the Most n o t
leave
His
Blessed Sacrament is God's last Apostles alone—He
grace to man. If we pass by Him sent the Holy Spirit to
without amending our lives, our guide, instruct and equip them. Enrich and deepen your faith as
Lord will go away, and we shall be you learn how the Apostles continued Christ’s mission on earth
done for forever. Serve our Lord, through the Power of the Holy Spirit.
therefore, and console Him; light
the fire of His love wherever it is not yet burning." Join us for Acts: The Spread of the Kingdom in the Parish
Meeting Room beginning Wednesday, September 16, at 7:00
--St. Peter Julian Eymard
p.m., and continuing every Wednesday. For more information
Become a Committed Adorer: To make a
call Veronica Barnett at 589-5882.
commitment to come to the chapel once a week
at the same hour, please contact the Coordinator,
Ruben Beltran, at 284-0020 (2).

Presentation Chapel of
Perpetual Adoration

STRE:
August 30:
Mandatory
Parent
Meeting
( and
registration) at 10:00
a.m. in the Parish Hall.
The first class will be
held on September 13 at
9:00 a.m., concluding
with attendance at the
11:00 a.m. Mass. For
any questions, please
contact Rhonda Storey at
284-0020 (1).

RCIA Adult Faith Formation

If you are interested in becoming a Catholic, or
completing your sacraments in the Catholic
Church, please come to this class for more information. Classes are held on Thursdays from 7:00 to
900 p.m. in the Parish Meeting Room. The next class
will be on Thursday, September 3rd. For
questions, please contact 284-0020 (1).

REGISTRATION for C1 & C2 is TODAY, Sunday,
August 23, from 9:00 am to Noon in front of the
Church. A copy of the student’s baptism certificate
must be provided in order to register.
August 30: Mandatory Parent Orientation for C1
(and Registration) will be held at 3:30 p.m. in the
Parish Hall.
The first class will be held on
September 20 at 3:00 p.m.

SEEKING CATECHISTS / TEACHERS
FOR YOUTH CONFIRMATION
If you are a practicing Catholic who knows your
faith and would like to share it with high schoolaged teens, then consider volunteering as a
catechist for the Youth Confirmation Program at
St. Therese Church. Classes are held three times a
month, which includes attendance at the 5:00 p.m.
Mass. If you are interested and would like further
information, please contact Ruben Beltran at
284-0020 (2).
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BELOVED:
FINDING
HAPPINESS IN
MARRIAGE”

TWO MORE CLASSES!

You are invited to join us for these classes, which
explore the meaning of marriage and how to live it
out. You will discover the deepest spiritual,
emotional, and practical realities of marriage
through Scripture, Tradition, and Church teaching.
BABYSITTING is still available… please RSVP to the
numbers below if you will need child care. Classes
meet in the evenings in the Parish Meeting Room
from 7:00 to 9:00 p.m. Next dates are as follows:
Fridays, September 11 and 25. For more info,
contact the class leaders, Rhonda Storey (225) or
Ruben Beltran (235).

BAPTISM
MINIS TRY

FINANCIAL OFFERINGS
May God reward you!

Below you will find the total collections for last weekend
and for the previous four weekends.
August 22 / 23, 2015
Unrestricted.…..….…...................$11,393.00
Restricted .…................................ $ 766.00
T O T A L ……..………...……….$12,159.00
July 25/26……………………………….$10,815.50
August 1 / 2…..……………………….$13,303.50
August 8 / 9…..……………………….$12,576.00
August 15 / 16..……………………….$11,354.00

TOGETHER IN MISSION REPORT:

Parish Goal:
$68,600.00
Amount Pledged:
$42,906.00
Amount Paid:
$39,916.00
*Balance still to collect:
$28,684.00
Thank you for your contributions!

ONGOING MINISTRIES & CLASSES

LIGHTHOUSE MEDIA: Increase your knowledge of the faith through
audio CDs given by well-known speakers, as well as books to inspire
your faith journey. The Kiosk is available the first weekend
(Saturday and Sunday) of every month. For additional information
contact Vicky Sandoval at geribah03@gmail.com or (323) 803-9956.
CARMELITE SPIRITUAL READING GROUP: All are invited to join us
every Monday from 7:00 to 8:30 p.m., in the Parish Library in the
Parish Center. Lectio Divina is practiced on the first and third
Mondays and Spiritual reading is done on the second and third. All
are welcome! For more info, contact Jim Gillett at 213-448-1039 or
jimgillett@me.com.

In order to take part in our Baptism
Program, PARENTS & GODPARENTS are
required to attend a class from 7:00 to
9:00 p.m., in the Parish Library. The next
classes for which you can enroll are
September 1 and October 6 (none in
August). The fee is $100 per child OR $25
for the class only. The baptism will be on
Saturday, September 26, at 11:00 am, and
October 24, at 1:00 pm. Noon. For more
info, call Rhonda Storey at 284-0020
(X225)

GRIEF SUPPORT GROUP: This group, formed in honor of Patricia
Bordonaro, is for anyone who is grieving for a loved one—no matter
how long or for whom. We meet in the Parish Offices from 2:30 to
4:00 p.m. on the 2nd & 4th Wednesdays of each month. The next
meetings will be on September 9 and 23. For additional information,
call the office at 282-2744.

WOMEN’S PRAYER AND DISCUSSION GROUP:
Come join us for this prayer and discussion
group, along with tea and treats! Children are
welcome (play area available). We hold these
meetings at 10:00 a.m., on the second and
fourth Thursdays of each month (In the Avila
Room in the Parish Offices, 510 North El Molino Street). The next
REQUIREMENTS FOR GODPARENTS: meetings will be on September 10 and 24. For more information,
Canon Law requires at least one godparent contact Dara Barbosa at (301) 542-9701.
(may have two) who: 1) is at least 16; 2) IRISH STEP-DANCING CLASSES: Irish dance classes are held on
has been Confirmed; and 3) is a Tuesdays at 3:00 p.m. n the Parish Hall (for 45 minutes to one
practicing Catholic. A form attesting to hour). Classes are for kids 4+ and for adults and are taught by Mrs.
this will need to be signed by a priest from Kelly Mohun. For more information, please contact Kelly at (805) 421the parish for each prospective godparent. 7548 or 1stkdoc@gmail.com.
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Floral Dedications

\

For the Week of 8/29/15 to 9/5/15
Saturday:
5:00 p.m.: Theresa Lee Fung RIP
Sunday
*7:30 a.m.: Mother of Walter Haye RIP
7:30 a.m.: Grace Lowenberg INT
9:00 a.m.: Parishioners
11:00 a.m.: Nho Thi Cao RIP
1:00 p.m. (Latin): Annette Simms RIP
5:00 p.m.: Marie Lopez INT
Monday:
6:00 a.m.: Poor Souls in Purgatory, esp members of FOSS
*7:30 a.m.: John Nishimura RIP
8:00 a.m.: Joshua Joseph Ribaya INT
Tuesday:
6:00 a.m.: Kim Ki Chul RIP
*7:30 a.m.: Nien Nguyen INT
8:00 a.m.: Lucia Baldo RIP
Wednesday:
6:00 a.m.: Poor Souls in Purgatory, esp members of FOSS
*7:30 a.m.: Esther Vysosias RIP
8:00 a.m.: Gil Leyritana RIP
Thursday:
6:00 a.m.: Marie Lopez INT
*7:30 a.m.: Joann Shifflett INT
8:00 a.m.: Ron Ellis RIP
Friday:
6:00 a.m.: David & Teresita Lopez INT
*7:30 a.m.: Richard Rodriguez RIP
8:00 a.m.: Sinforoza De Villa INT
Saturday:
6:00 a.m.: Ernest Arlantico RIP
*7:30 a.m.: Carmelite Community
8:00 a.m.: Daisy Torres B-day INT

This week’s dedications are:
In Honor of
St. Augustine of Hippo
In Loving Memory of
Belen Agustina Custadio
In Honor of Fr. Stephen
Watson, OCD, on his birthday
To dedicate a floral arrangement in someone’s
honor, for a special occasion, or in memory of a
loved one, leave a message for Giovanna
Setiady at 281-9049. Bouquets are $40 and up.

Please pray for the repose of the souls of:
Death leaves a
† Dolores Spurrier
heartache
No one can heal.
Love leaves a
memory no one
can steal.

† Roger Peppin
† Nora Reyes

*Held in the Cloistered Carmelite Chapel, 215 East Alhambra
Road—open to the public every day except on Sundays, Vigils
and major holy days and holidays.

REUNION FOR OUR LADY QUEEN OF ANGELS
GRAMMAR AND HIGH SCHOOLS:
All Angels are
invited to a reunion with dinner and dancing on
Sunday, September 20. For more info, leave a
message for Lupe Valdez (1962) at 502-0720 or
323-222-3577.

Intentions of our Holy Father for August 2015:

CARMELITE PILGRIMAGE WITH FR. PAUL KOENIG,

1) That volunteers may give themselves generously to the OCD: In the Jubilee Year of Mercy, travel to Poland &

service of the needy; and 2) That, setting aside our very Italy in the steps of St. John Paul II, the great "Mercy
selves, we may learn to be neighbors to those who find Pope,” from April 13 - 26, 2016. For more info,
contact Louisa Day at (323) 360-5186 or Jack Day at
themselves on the margins of human life and society.
(323)722-9339.
Details
available
at
http://www.syversentouring.com/carmel



Saturday:
5:00 p.m.

Alice Cheung / Lucy Lopez

Sunday:
7:30 a.m.
9:00 a.m.
11:00 a.m.
5:00 p.m.

Flora Santoso / Aurora Dolores
Nancy King / Jim Raney
Jeff Storey / Andy Zepeda
T/B/D

EL CARMELO RETREAT HOUSE, operated by the
Discalced Carmelite Friars, will receive a portion of
the commission on any travel booked through
www.elcarmelotravel.com. Save AND help maintain
the center. Also book hotels, cars, cruises, etc.
Fr. Joseph Parathanal's Pilgrimages to: HOLY
LAND: (10/2015) EASTERN EUROPE: (4/ 2016);
I N D I A :
( 9 / 2 0 1 6 ) B e r n a d e t t e
at bcorp1114@hotmail.com or call 323-344-1548 or
323-547-6618.
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