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(Unless otherwise indicated, all the telephone numbers in the bulletin are in the (626) area code).

Pastor: Fr. Philip Sullivan, OCD (332) Associate Pastors: Fr. Bernard Perkins, OCD (232)
and Fr. Leonel Varela, OCD In Residence: Fr. Albert Bunsic, OCD and
Deacon Bro. Charles Nawodylo, OCD Deacon Couple: Deacon Joe & Lorraine Mizerski (333)
Vocations: Carmelite: (909) 629-9495 - Archdiocesan: (213) 637-7515
Sacraments:

St. Therese Carmelite School:

Confessions: Wednesday: 7:00-9:00 p.m.
Saturday: 3:30-5:00 p.m.
Baptisms: Once a month on a Saturday
Weddings: Fill out an application (on the
website) at least six months in advance.

289-3364 - Principal: Alma Cornejo (661)
stsprincipalcornejo@gmail.com
Web Site: stthereseschoolalhambra.org

School Chaplain: Fr. Leonel Varela

Facilitator: Ruben Beltran at 284-0020 (2)

Parish Secretary:
Denise McMaster-Holguin (223)

Other Ministries/Programs:
*Annulments:
Deacon Joe & Lorraine Mizerski (333)
*Avila Young Adult Group:
Paula Grimm (909) 703-1284
*Bible Study: Debbie Robles 679-6370
*Carmelite Spiritual Reading Group
Mondays, Jim Gillette (213) 448-1039
*Detention Ministry: Sonia Macias
(323) 724-6443
*Grief Support-2nd/4th Wed 2:30-4p.m.
*Knights of Columbus: Grand Knight
Tom Quintana: (626) 863-7061
*Legion of Mary: Tuesdays, 7:00 p.m.
*Natural Family Planning:
Jack & Katrina Crow 292-1906
*OCDS: Stan Interrante 714-996-4164
*Respect Life Ministry:
Catherine Contreras (213) 435-3942
*Rosary Makers: Mondays, 6-8 p.m.
Magda Contreras (213) 300-7776
*St. Joseph Prayer Group: Wed,
6:15 p.m., Patricia Cervantes 260-2208
*Tea at Therese Women’s Group:
Dara Barbosa (301)542-9701

denisekay@hotmail.com

Finance: Noralyn Cailan (228)
"The only good is to love God with all one's
heart
and to be here below poor in spirit..."
1
― St. Thérèse de Lisieux

Masses & Services:
Monday-Saturday:
6:00 & 8:00 a.m.
Carmelite Cloister: 7:30 a.m.
Saturday Vigil: 5:00 p.m.
Sunday:
7:30, 9:00,11:00 a.m., & 5:00 p.m.
Latin High Mass: 1:00 p.m.
Holy Days:
6:00, 8:00,10:00 a.m. & 7:30 p.m.
Devotions:
Rosary: After Mon-Sat 8:00 a.m. Mass;
Exposition/Benediction: Thursdays, 7:008:00p.m.; Intercessors for Priests:
Thursdays, 8:00 p.m.; First Friday Mass
and All-Night Vigil: 7:30 p.m.

Parish Vision Statement:

Christian Services:
Bridie McDermott (224)
Choir Directors:
9:00am: Marcia Martinez-Bateman
(775) 771-4992
11:00am: Paula Grimm (909) 703-1284
pgrimm.dir@gmail.com
Altar Ministries:
Fr. Leonel Varela (222)
Ministry to the Sick:
Fred & Margaret Padilla (626) 282-0943
Religious Education & RCIA:
Rhonda Storey 284-0020 (1)
rhondalstorey@gmail.com
Youth & Adult Confirmation
Ruben Beltran 284-0020 (2)
rubenconfirmation@yahoo.com

To be a spiritual Catholic Family focused on prayer as well as service to the Gospel through a Sacramental life. We envision our
Parish as a community of stewards dedicated to building up the Body of Christ through active ministry while living the example of
simplicity, humility, confidence and love of our Patroness, St. Therese of Lisieux.
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Easter Sunday
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To Him all the prophets bear witness, that everyone who believes in
Him will receive forgiveness of sins through His name. —Acts 10:43 10:43

...to all our Parishioners and Visitors! We rejoice because
Jesus Christ is risen today! May your heart sing with the joy
of the Risen Lord on this, His Resurrection Feast!

C AT E C H E S I S Q & A :

DEEPENING OUR KNOWLEDGE

By Jimmy Akin (Edited by Ruben Beltran, Confirmation Coordinator)
“Isn’t Easter a pagan rather than a Christian holiday, as shown by its very name and
by the fact that its date is determined by the full moon after the Spring equinox?”
Anyone making this charge shows a total lack of comprehension of global Christianity. In fact, only a person
speaking English or German could even possibly make this charge. First, let’s deal with the date. Easter is the
first Sunday after the first full moon following March 21 (historically, the Spring equinox). The reason,
however, has nothing to do with paganism. It has everything to do with Judaism and with Christ’s
Resurrection.
Christ was resurrected on Sunday—the first day of the week (Matthew 28:1), thus, since the First Council of
Nicaea in A.D. 325, all Christians have celebrated His Resurrection on Sunday. Prior to that, most celebrated it
on Sunday, but some, known as Quartodecimians (“Fourteenth-ers”), celebrated it on the 14th day of the
Jewish month of Nisan, when Passover occurred. At First Nicaea all Christians agreed to celebrate the
Resurrection of Christ on the first Sunday after the 14th of Nisan, because that was the day Christ was
Resurrected in the first century—the Sunday after Passover. Because first century Jews used a lunar calendar,
every month was twenty-eight days long, beginning with the new moon until the full moon on the 14th of the
month. Nisan, being the month in which the Spring equinox occurred, always had Passover—the 14th of Nisan—
falling on the first full moon on or after the Spring equinox. Thus since Passover was always on or after the
first full moon after the Spring equinox, and since the Resurrection was the first Sunday after Passover, Easter
is always the first Sunday after the first full moon after March 21 (historically, the Spring equinox). There is
nothing about a pagan lunar celebration in here. It has nothing to do with paganism, but everything to do with
the Resurrection of Christ in its Jewish-Passover context.
Now let us deal with the name of Easter. The fact is that there are only two languages in which the name
has any pagan associations whatsoever: English and German. This, of course, is a problem for King James “Only
-ites,” since the term “Easter” appears in the King James Version in Acts 12:4 as a translation for the Jewish
holiday of Passover. In English, of course, the word is “Easter” and in German, “Ostern.” These are related in
name to a pagan spring festival, whose name, if you check a dictionary, was derived from the prehistoric West
Germanic word akin to the Old English term “east,” which means, simply enough, “east,” the direction of the
rising sun. It has nothing to do, contrary to what you will hear from some anti-Easter-ites, with the goddess
Ishtar.
But in virtually every language, except English and German, the name of Easter is derived from the Jewish
word “Pesach” or “Passover.” Thus, in Greek and in Latin, the term for Easter is Pascha. From there it passed
into the Romance languages, and so in Spanish it is Pascua; in
Italian, Pasqua; in French, Paques; and in Portugese, Pascoa. It also
passed into the non-Romance languages, such as Dutch, where it is
Pasen; and Danish, where it is Paaske. Thus only in the highly
Protestant countries of Germany (where the Reformation started)
and England (where the intense persecution and martyrdom of
Catholics was the harshest), does the term “Easter” have any pagan
associations at all. So perhaps in these two Protestant countries
paganism was not sufficiently stamped out to use the JudeoChristian term for the celebration of Christ’s Resurrection that was
used everywhere else in Europe.
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Our Holy Father has declared the period from December 2015 to
November 2016 to be a "Year of Mercy." Pope Francis has asked us
“to be witnesses of mercy” by reflecting on and practicing the
spiritual and corporal works of mercy. Fr. Robert will preach on this
theme and help us to become "disciples of mercy".


Thursday,

March 31, 7:00 p.m.: Exposition of the Blessed
Sacrament, Holy Hour, Conference, and Benediction


Friday,

April 1: 7:30 p.m. First Friday Mass and Conference,
followed by the monthly All-Night Vigil (ends with Benediction at
5:45 a.m.)


Saturday,

April 2: 8:00 a.m. Mass, followed by a Conference;
5:00 p.m. Vigil Mass with Conference


Sunday, April 3: Divine Mercy Sunday
•
•
•
•

3:00 to 4:45 pm: Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament with
Holy Hour, Chaplet of Divine Mercy, and Conference
3:00 to 5:00 pm: Confessions
4:45 pm: Benediction
5:00 pm: Holy Mass celebrated by Fr. Robert Barcelos, OCD

E V E RY W E D N E S D AY N I G H T !
All are invited to join us for our current Bible Study,
featuring the video series, “JAMES: PEARLS FOR WISE
LIVING," an 11-part study with author Jeff Cavins—held
every Wednesday from now through June 1, from 7:00 to
9:00 p.m., in the Parish Meeting Room. There is a $20
fee per person, which includes a workbook.
Like the book of Proverbs, James is a book of wisdom, a
collection of teachings on issues faced by ordinary
Christians in everyday life. This study offers "pearls for
wise living" by applying the wisdom of James to the
present day. For anyone who has struggled to live a truly
Christian life, James offers a wealth of practical
solutions for handling and even sanctifying everyday
circumstances. Through this study, you will find an
anchor to hold you steady through the storms of life;
learn how just a few small words can change your entire
life; see how God's wisdom helps us face suffering; learn
the secret to finding joy in the midst of trials; and find
value in suffering. For any questions, please contact
Debbie Robles at 679-6370 OR debrobles@me.com.
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EASTER MEDITATIONS

DRAWN INTO THE STORY—
"We are
witnesses!" The scripture readings for Easter Sunday
concentrate on details reported by eyewitnesses. Listen
carefully and you will be drawn into the stories
yourself. Peter reports the good works Jesus did, His
death on the cross, and His resurrection. The passage
from John's Gospel has us running to the empty tomb
with Peter and John--peering inside to see the cloths
used to cover Jesus' body. Psalm 118 sums up our
response: "It is wonderful in our eyes!" What resurrection details do we see in
our lives today? How have we died to our old lives and been raised up again
with Jesus? Let us pay attention to the new life around us. It is wonderful in our
eyes!
“BIG SUNDAY”—

Fifty years or so ago, it was popular to teach that every
Sunday is a "Little Easter." Today, after several decades of intense liturgical
reform, it is more proper to think of today as a "Big Sunday." On every Sunday
of the year, the Church is obliged to assemble, keeping the day holy. In most
places, we hardly attain the goal of gathering all who are in Christ by baptism.
Look around today and see what a Big Sunday looks like! On this Easter day, we
are at our very best. We remember who God is, and we remember who we are
in God's eyes: beloved sons and daughters, reborn to eternal life in baptismal
waters. We rekindle our candles and reclaim our baptismal promises. As a Big
Sunday, today also reflects the character of festivity and leisure that should
mark every Lord's Day. How different our lives would be if we took its values
and traditions forward into all the Sundays of our lives.

SAINT

THERESE

PRAYER PETITIONS FOR
THE YEAR OF MERCY
PILGRIMAGE TO
POLAND AND ITALY:
The Pilgrimage to Poland & Italy,
led by Fr. Paul Koenig O.C.D., will
begin on April 13. Your PRAYER
PETITIONS will be taken on this
pilgrimage where they will be
prayed for during the daily Masses
offered by Fr. Paul at the various
shrines, including, Krakow, “City
of
the
Immaculata,”
Czestochowa, Auschwitz,
Wadowice, Rome, and Pompei.
A box has been placed in the
church vestibule where you may
drop your prayer
petitions from now
through the 11:00
a.m.
Mass
on
Sunday, April 10.
For more info,
contact Louisa &
Jack Day at 323722-9339.

CARMELITE

SCHOOL

Deeply rooted in Carmelite spirituality, Saint Therese Carmelite School seeks
to form students in faith, academics, and virtue through a Classical education.
“Trust and trust alone should lead us to love.” ― St. Thérèse de Lisieux

•
•
•
•
•

Easter Vacation from March 28 through Apr 3 (classes resume Apr 4)
School Mass on Friday, April 8, at 8:00 a.m.
First Reconciliation on Saturday, April 9, at 10:00 a.m.
STCS Family Mass on Sunday, April 10, at 9:00 a.m.
School Mass on Friday, April 15, at 8:00 a.m.

Saint Therese Carmelite Parish School invites you to our
Annual Silent Auction, “Black and White Masquerade,” on
April 8 at Almansor Court. It is our hope that you can
support this extraordinary event to benefit our school by your prayers, by donating
an item or a service to our auction, by sponsoring the event through a monetary
donation, and/or by coming with your family and friends. Please feel free to
contact us at 289-3364 or sainttheresecarmeliteschool@gmail.com.

We encourage you to visit the
School office to learn more about us.
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“EUCHARIST: DISCOVERING THE MASS IN THE BIBLE”
(Facilitated by Ruben & Rhonda)
If you’d like to know more about what the Church teaches about the Holy Eucharist
and the roots of the Mass in the Bible, you are invited to attend this series! It will
deepen your knowledge of the Last Supper, Communion, and the Great
Feast. Jesus aid “This is my Body” and “This is my Blood.” Some say they’re
merely symbols of remembrance. Others, that they’re really the Body and Blood of
Christ, but can’t explain how that’s possible. The Eucharist is the center-point of the
Mass–but why? The answers are here. Renowned teacher Dr. Brant Pitre guides us
through Scripture, history, and Church teaching to illuminate the wonder and miracle
of the Eucharist. With deep insight, Dr. Pitre gives a fresh perspective for
understanding the mystery that is the Eucharist. Classes began February 9 and will
continue to meet on Tuesday evenings in the Parish Library from 7:00 to 9:00
p.m., on the following dates: March 22, April 5 and 19, and May 10 and 24. For
more information, contact the class facilitators, Ruben Beltran at 284-0020 (235)
OR Rhonda Storey at 284-0020 (225).

RCIA Adult Faith Formation
First Communion on April 3, 11:00 a.m.: All the Elect
and Candidates should attend the 11:00 a.m. Mass to
receive your First Holy Communion. The next RCIA
STRE: We wish all our students and families a classes will be on Thursdays, April 7, 14, and 28, and
very Happy Easter. The next classes will be in May 5 and 12—at 7:00 p.m.
session on Sundays, April 3 and 17—from 9:00 to
10:45 a.m.
For any questions, please
contact Rhonda Storey at 284-0020 (1).

MANDATORY RETREAT
DAY FOR ALL 2ND-YEAR
EUCHARIST STUDENTS ON SAT.,
APRIL 9: All 2nd-year Eucharist
students must attend this
retreat, along with their
parents, from Noon to 5:00
p.m. in the Hall, followed by attendance at the
5:00 p.m. Vigil Mass (which will include the Rite of
Covenant and blessing).

Happy Easter to everyone! The next classes
will be on April 10 and 24—from 3:00 to 6:00
p.m.

SACRAMENT

OF

CONFIRMATION:

Bishop O’Connell will be here at
the 5:00 p.m. Mass at St. Therese
on Sunday, May 22, to confer the
Sacrament of Confirmation. For
questions, contact Ruben Beltran
at
284-0020
(2)
or
rubenconfirmation@yahoo.com.

“I BELIEVE IN THE
RESURRECTION OF THE BODY…”
The Bible tells us that when Jesus returns to earth, He will
physically raise all those who have died, giving them back the
same bodies they lost at death—but these resurrected bodies will
not die and, for the righteous, they will be transformed into a
glorified state, freed from suffering, and enabled to do many of
the amazing things Jesus could do with His glorified body (cf. 1
Cor. 15:35–44, 1 John 3:2). The Resurrection of the Body is an
essential Christian doctrine, as the apostle Paul declares: "If the
dead are not raised, then Christ has not been raised. If Christ has
not been raised, your faith is futile and you are still in your sins.
Then those also who have fallen asleep in Christ have perished" (1
Cor. 15:13–18). Paul tells us the Christian faith cannot exist
without this doctrine, which has been infallibly defined by the
Church and included in the three professions of faith—the
Apostles’ Creed, the Nicene Creed, and the Athanasian Creed—
and has been infallibly taught by ecumenical councils.
The Fourth Lateran Council (1215), infallibly defined that at the
second coming Jesus "will judge the living and the dead, to render
to every person according to his works, both to the reprobate and
to the elect. All of them will rise with their own bodies so as to
receive according to their desserts, whether these be good or
bad” [Rom. 2:6–11]. Most recently, the Catechism of the Catholic
Church reiterated this long-defined teaching, stating, "We believe
in the true resurrection of this flesh that we now possess (Council
of Lyons II). We sow a corruptible body in the tomb, but He raises
up an incorruptible body, a ‘spiritual body’" (cf. 1 Cor 15:42–
44)" (CCC 1017).

March 27, 2016—Easter
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FINANCIAL OFFERINGS
May God reward you!

Below you will find the total collections for the previous
weekends. Due to Easter, this bulletin was printed before
the weekend of March 19 /20; therefore, the figures for
that weekend will be available next weekend, along with
this weekend’s totals.
February 20 / 21…..…..…....$13,139.00
February 27 / 28…..…..…....$12,914.00
March 6 / 7…..……………....$17,797.00
March 13 / 14…….………....$14,317.00

“...for God loves a cheerful
giver.” (2 Corinthians 9:7).
Saint
SSS Therese Carmelite School invites everyone to our
Annual
Silent Auction, “Black and White Masquerade,”
ss
on April 8, at Almansor Court in Alhambra. Tickets are
$75 per person, which includes dinner, dancing, the
silent auction, and entertainment.
For tickets, contact (626) 289-3364 or
sainttheresecarmeliteschool@gmail.com.

Be one with
Jesus in

Eucharistic Adoration
The Lamb who was slain is
the Lamb who is risen!
Jesus in the Most Blessed
Sacrament is the Lamb of
God! Worthy is the Lamb!
O come let us behold Him
who has won for us
salvation. O come let us
adore Him, for the Bread of
Life--Eucharistic Jesus--is
really and personally here.
May Jesus in the Most
blessed Sacrament, the Lamb of Love, be with you and
bless you this Easter and always! May Our Lady of the
Most Blessed Sacrament, Mother of the Lamb, lead you
ever closer to His Eucharistic Heart! --Taken from the
Exultet.
To sign up as a committed adorer, please contact
Ruben
Beltran
at
284-0020
(235)
or
rubenconfirmatio@yahoo.com.

ON-GOING MEETINGS/CLASSES
AVILA YOUNG ADULT GROUP
(Ages 21—39, singles and
couples): Join us on the first
Saturdays of the month at 6:00
p.m., in the Guadalupe
Courtyard (next is April 2), as
well as for social events
(movie/pub nights, sports
events, concerts, dances,
etc.). For more information,
contact Paula Grimm at
(909–703-1284
or
pgrimm.dir@gmail.com).
GRIEF SUPPORT GROUP: This group (formed in honor of
Patricia Bordonaro) is for those grieving a loved one—no
matter how long or for whom. We meet in the Parish
Offices from 2:30 to 4:00 p.m. on the 2nd & 4th
Wednesdays of each month. The next meetings will be
April 13 and 27.
WOMEN’S PRAYER AND DISCUSSION GROUP: Join us for
prayer and discussion, along with tea and
treats! (Play area for children!). Meetings
are on the 2nd and 4th Thursdays at 10:00
a.m., in the Avila Room of the Parish
Offices. The next meetings will be April 14
and 28. For more info, contact Dara at
(301) 542-9701.
IRISH STEP-DANCING CLASSES: Irish
dance classes are held on Tuesdays at
3:00 p.m. in the Parish Hall (for 45
minutes to one hour). Classes are for kids
4+ and for adults. For more information,
please contact Kelly Mohun at (805) 421-7548
or 1stkdoc@gmail.com.
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For Week of 3/26/16 TO 4/2/16)
Holy Saturday:
7:30 p.m.: Kenneth Locke RIP
Easter Sunday:
*7:30 a.m.: Parishioners
7:30 a.m.: Cheah and Goh Families INT
9:00 a.m.: Mary Rose Go INT
11:00 a.m.: Frank De Marco RIP
1:00 pm (Latin) Alicia Gort RIP
Monday:
6:00 a.m.: Easter Novena 1
*7:30 a.m.: Kevin Lazatin B-day INT
8:00 a.m.: 35th Anniv. of Otto & Martha Lacayo INT
Tuesday:
6:00 a.m.: Charles Dampf RIP
*7:30 a.m.: Easter Novena 2
8:00 a.m.: Ron Ellis RIP
Wednesday:
6:00 a.m.: Asayama Family INT
*7:30 a.m.: Velma Herbert RIP
8:00 a.m.: Easter Novena 3
Thursday:
6:00 a.m.: Easter Novena 4
*7:30 a.m.: Sr. Ann Marya OCD RIP
8:00 a.m.: Henry Guanzon RIP
First Friday:
6:00 a.m.: Easter Novena 5
*7:30 a.m.: Charles Hoffman RIP
8:00 a.m.:
7:30 p.m.: Julius & Carmina Doria INT
Saturday:
6:00 a.m.: Darey, Penny, Tristan, and Sarah Huo INT
*7:30 a.m.: Charles Hoffman RIP
8:00 a.m.: To be Scheduled
*Held at the Carmelite Chapel, 215 East Alhambra Road.
Open to the public every day except Sundays/holidays.

Holy Saturday:
7:30 p.m.
Lorraine Mizerski, Andy Zepeda, Gil Vargas,
Lily Edusma, Pat Cervantes, Ron Sandoval,
Nancy King, Jeff Storey
Easter Sunday:
7:30 a.m.
Florence Goh / Lucy Lopez
9:00 a.m.
Lucas Setiady / Rosa Natividad
11:00 a.m. Marta Timar / Ignacio Verduzco

The altar will be decorated with lilies
through the month of April. However, you
may make arrangements for a Floral
Dedication for any Sunday—May 1 or after.
This can be in someone’s honor, for a
special occasion, or in memory of a loved one.
To do so, leave a message for Giovanna Setiady
at 281-9049. Bouquets are $40 and up.

FOR RENT: Beautiful single family home (3 BR, 2 BA)
in great location (2-car garage, forced air/heat,
complete kitchen—stove, refrigerator, microwave).
Available April 1st for $2,400 per month (pay first and
last). Contact Pedro at 487-5312.

Rachel's Vineyard Retreat weekend for Healing after
Abortion... for men and women struggling with the
emotional and spiritual pain of abortion. The retreat is
designed to help work through repressed grief and anger
in a safe, nonjudgmental setting and come to
acceptance, healing, and hope for the future. Developed
in the Roman Catholic Tradition, it utilizes spiritual
exercises and rituals to help grieve the loss of unborn
children and to accept God’s forgiveness. All inquiries
and registrations are confidential. Next dates are April
1-3 in Duarte. Cost $215 per person. To register, contact
1-866-272-2435 or www.rachelsvineyard.org
35th Anniversary Memorial Mass for Fr. Aloysius
Ellacuria, CMF, at San Gabriel Mission, 428 S. Mission
Dr., San Gabriel, on Sat., April 2, at 10:00 a.m. All are
welcome.
Avenue of Travel with Fr. Jan Lundberg OCD presents
"Marian Shrines of Europe" with Fr. Jan Lundberg on Sep.
16 -30 (15 days 13 nights). $4141 per person, double
occupancy, includes Airfare from LAX. (single
supplement, add $571 extra).
Check with us for
departures from other cities. Visits to Madrid, Avila,
Fatima, Santiago DeCompostela, Burgos, Lourdes,
Barcelona, Montserrat, Saragossa. Prices include daily
buffet breakfast, 13 dinners,
daily Mass, Travel
Protection Plan included. If interested, book ASAP with
deposit $559 per person before rates go up. Final pymt
due 6/1/2016. Send check to Avenue of Travel, P.O,
Box 60068, San Angelo, TX 76906. Contact Angela Yang
at aokyang@gmail.com or 394-4367.
Fr. Joseph Parathanal's Pilgrimages to: HOLY LAND: April
2016; INDIA:
September 2016. Contact Bernadette
at bcorp1114@hotmail.com/323-344-1548
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