
McKinney-Vento
Creating 

Collaborations
That Work For 

Homeless Children



Nationally 180,000 students
experiencing homelessness between 2013-2014

25,000 Unaccompanied youth (14-21)

4% unsheltered          6 %Hotels/Motels

15% Sheltered        75% Doubled up

Families are the fastest growing segment
of homeless population - Approx. 40% of the whole

Illinois School Age Children 

2005 ς14,464 2010 ς53,869

2006 ς18,616 2011 ς48,726

2007 ς19,821 2012 - 46,835

2008 ς26,088  2013 - 54,949

2009 - 38,146 2014 ς58,663

2015 ς54,638
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Illinois PK-12 Homeless 

Counts

End-of-the-Year Counts
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Illinois Preschool Homeless 

Students Served

Homeless preschool students reported in 

Student Information System (SIS)



üSubtitle VII-B of the McKinney-Vento Homeless 
Assistance Act (42 U.S.C. § 11431 et seq.)

üOriginally passed in 1987.

üReauthorized in 2015 by the Every Student Succeeds 
Act (ESSA).  Signed by President Obama 12/10/2016
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The McKinney-Vento Act



üWorks hand-in-hand with Title IA and other federal 

education programs.

ü Establishes the definition of homelessused by schools

ü Ensures that children and youth experiencing 
homelessness have immediate and equal access to public 
education

ü Provides for educational access, stability, and support to 
promote school success

ü Needed to address the unique barriers faced by many 
homeless students
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McKinney-Vento

Homeless Assistance Act



ü Amends McKinney-Vento, Title I, and other programs of the 
Elementary and Secondary Education Act

ü McKinney-Vento provisions took effect October 1, 2016.

Å ά!ǿŀƛǘƛƴƎ ŦƻǎǘŜǊ ŎŀǊŜ ǇƭŀŎŜƳŜƴǘέ ƛǎ ǊŜƳƻǾŜŘ December 10, 2016 .

ü Title I foster care provisions take effect on December 10, 2016

ü Title I homeless provisions take effect for the 2017-18 school year.
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The Every Student Succeeds Act (ESSA):

Effective Dates



u Gain information and knowledge about Title I, Part A and 

the McKinney-Vento Act.

uof what the requirements are for serving homeless 

students under Title I, Part A and McKinney-Vento.

u Discover the acceptable uses of Title I, Part A 

reservation of funds and learn methods to determine 

your reservation of funds (sometimes referred to as a 

ñset-asideò).

u Learn how to begin the development of strategies for 

state and district level collaborations 8

During this presentation, you will...



üMain themes of McKinney-Vento:

ÅIdentification.

ÅSchool stability.

ÅSchool enrollment.

ÅSupport for academic success.

ÅChild-centered, best interest decision making.
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McKinney-Vento

Homeless Assistance Act



Who is homeless? (Sec.2 57)
¢ƘŜ ǘŜǊƳ άƘƻƳŜƭŜǎǎ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴ ŀƴŘ ȅƻǳǘƘέ
(A) means individuals who lack a
fixed, 
regular, and 
adequate
nighttime residence and
(B) includesτ
(i) children and youth who are sharing the housing of other personsdue to loss of 

housing, economic hardship, or a similar reason; are living in motels, hotels, trailer parks, 
or camping grounds due to the lack of alternative accommodations; are living in 
emergency or transitional shelters; are abandoned in hospitals; or are 

awaiting foster careplacement;
(ii) children and youth who have a primary nighttime residence that is a public or 

private place not designed for or ordinarily used as a regular sleeping accommodation 
for human beings;

(iii) children and youth who are living in cars, parks, public spaces, abandoned 
buildings, substandard housing, bus or train stations, or similar settings; and

(iv) migratory children who qualify as homeless for the purposes of this subtitle 
because the children are living in circumstances described in clauses (i) through (iii).



ü Lacking a fixed, regular, and adequate nighttime residence--

Å Doubled-up (sharing the housing of others due to loss of housing , economic hardship, 
or similar reason.

Å Living in motels, hotels, trailer parks, camping grounds due to lack of adequate 
alternative accommodations.

Å Living in emergency or transitional shelters.

Å Living in a public or private place not designed for human living. 

Å Living in cars, parks, abandoned buildings, substandard housing, bus/train stations, or 
similar settings

Å Awaiting foster care placement (until Dec. 10, 2016)

MVHAA ïSec 725(2)
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Identification 



ü Definition: child or youth who meets the McKinney-Vento definition and is not in 
the physical custody of a parent or guardian.  11434a(6)

ÅMany youth becomeseparated from parents due to lack of 
space in living situations or shelter policies.

ÅMany flee abuse: 20-50% sexual; 40-60% physical.

ÅMany flee family dysfunction: Over 2/3 Hotline callers report at 
least one parent abuses drugs or alcohol.

Å Roughly 1/3 homeless youth identify as LGBTQ.

Å 10% of currently homeless female teens are pregnant.

ÅMany are not enrolled in school.

u A couch is not a home!
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Unaccompanied Homeless Youth

NAEHCY, 2016
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ü Case-by-case determination.

ü Get as much information as possible (with sensitivity and 
discretion).

ü Look at the MV definition (specific examples in the definition 
first, then overall definition).

ü Considerations for families/youth who are staying with other 
people:

u²ƘŜǊŜ ǿƻǳƭŘ ȅƻǳ Ǝƻ ƛŦ ȅƻǳ ŎƻǳƭŘƴΩt stay here?

uWhat led you to move in to this situation?

ü b/I9Ωs Determining Eligibility brief is available at 
http://www.serve.org/nche/downloads/briefs/det_elig.pdf

Determining Eligibility

http://www.serve.org/nche/downloads/briefs/det_elig.pdf


Helpful considerations-
ά9ŎƻƴƻƳƛŎ IŀǊŘǎƘƛǇΧέ 

*  Implies that limited financial resources have forced the
family or youth to leave the personal residence and share
housing due to an inability to pay the rent/mortgage and
other bills

* Clarifying question: Did economic hardship due to an
accident or illness, loss of employment, loss of public benefits, 
or a similar reason force the family or youth to share the
housing of other temporarily? 

* Consider:

- how the shared housing came about

- the intention of the residents

- ǘƘŜ ŦŀƳƛƭȅΩǎ ƻǊ ȅƻǳǘƘΩǎ ƘƻǳǎƛƴƎ ƻǇǘƛƻƴǎΣ ƛŦ not sharing housing

- the fixed, regular and adequate guiding phrase

* Make determinations on a case-by-case basis



9ŀŎƘ [9! ǎƘŀƭƭΣ ŀŎŎƻǊŘƛƴƎ ǘƻ ŜŀŎƘ ŎƘƛƭŘΩǎ ƻǊ ȅƻǳǘƘΩǎ ōŜǎǘ ƛƴǘŜǊŜǎǘΥ

ü /ƻƴǘƛƴǳŜ ǘƘŜ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘΩs education in the school of origin for 
the duration of homelessness, and until the end of the 
academic year in which the student becomes permanently 
housed; OR

ü Enroll in any public school that housed students living where 
the student is living are eligible to attend.

ü In Illinois, the parent/guardian  makes the best interest 
determination. 
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School Stability



ü School of origin is the school attended when permanently 
housed or school in which last enrolled, including a preschool 
and including the designated receiving school at the next grade 
level for feeder schools.         11432(g)(3)(I); Guidance N4; Fed. Data Guide

Å Publicly-funded program for children 0-5 for which the LEA is a financial or administrative 

agent, or is accountable for providing early childhood education. (PFA and PI)

Å Preschools operated, administered or funded by an LEA, including those funded by Title I or 

similar government grants. (including PDG)

Å Head Start program receiving LEA funding or for which the LEA is the grant recipient.

Å Preschool special education.

Å LEA funded or administered home-based early childhood      services. (example: 
Prevention Initiative)
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School Stability (cont.)



u School of origin includesthe designated receiving school at the 
next grade level for feeder school patterns, when the 
student completes the final grade level served by the 
school of origin.

uStudent enrolled in School A in grade 5, the final grade level 
served by School A. Students at School A are designated to 
attend School B for grade 6. The school of origin for the 
student at the conclusion of grade 5 would be School B. 

(Guidance I3)
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School Stability (cont.)



ü LEAs must provide transportation to and from the school/preschool 
of origin, including until the end of the year when the student 
obtains permanent housing, at a parentor guardianΩs request (or at 
ǘƘŜ ƭƛŀƛǎƻƴΩǎ ǊŜǉǳŜǎǘ ŦƻǊ ǳƴŀŎŎƻƳǇŀƴƛŜŘ ȅƻǳǘƘ). 11432(g)(1)(J)(iii); 
Guidance J5

Å If staying in the same LEA, that LEA must provide or arrange 
transportation to the school of origin.

Å If crossing LEA lines, both LEAs must determine how to divide the 
responsibility and share the cost, or they must share the cost 
equally. http:// www.isbe.net/funding/pdf/50-27-homeless-
transportation

11432(g)(1)(J)(iii); Guidance J5
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Transportation

http://www.isbe.net/funding/pdf/50-27-homeless-transportation


ü LEAs also must provide students in homeless situations 
with transportation services comparable to those 
provided to other students. 11432(g)(4)(A)

ü SEAs and LEAs must review and revise transportation       

policies that may act as barriers to identification, 
enrollment, attendance or success.

11432(g)(1)(I); Guidance J1

ü Transportation must be arranged promptly to ensure 
immediate enrollment and not create barriers to 
attendance, retention or success. Guidance J1
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Transportation



²ƘŜƴ ǊŜƳŀƛƴƛƴƎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǎŎƘƻƻƭ ƻŦ ƻǊƛƎƛƴ ƛǎ ƴƻǘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘΩǎ 
best interest or what the parent, guardian or youth requests: 

11432(g)(3)(C)(i)

ü McKinney-Vento students are entitled to immediate 
enrollment in any public school that students living in the 
same attendance area are eligible to attend; even if:

ÅStudents do not have required documents, such as school 
records, records of immunization and other required 
health records, proof of residency, guardianship, or other 
documents; or

ÅStudents have missed application or enrollment deadlines               
during any period of homelessness.
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School Enrollment



ü ¬Enrollmentºincludes attending classes and participating fully 

in school activities. 11434a(1)

ü SEAs and LEAs must develop, review, and revise policies to 
remove barriers to the identification, enrollment and retention 
of children and youth in homeless situations, including barriers 
due to outstanding fees or fines, or absences. 
11432(g)(1)(I)

Åά.ǊƻŀŘΣ ƻƴ-ƎƻƛƴƎ ǊŜǉǳƛǊŜƳŜƴǘΧ ǿƛǘƘ ǊŜƎǳƭŀǊ ƛƴǇǳǘ ŦǊƻƳ 
homeless parents, youth, and advocates so that new 
ōŀǊǊƛŜǊǎΧ Řƻ ƴƻǘ ǇǊŜǾŜƴǘέ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘǎ ŦǊƻƳ ŦǳƭƭΣ ƛƳƳŜŘƛŀǘŜ 
enrollment and services. (Guidance A4)
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School Enrollment (cont.)



Unaccompanied Youth: A youth who is not in the physical 
custody of a parent or guardian. 11432(g)(1)(H)(iv)

ü Immediate enrollment applies, even without parent or guardian. 

Å Youth self-enrollment; Caregiver forms http:// www.isbe.net/homeless/pdf/83-
04J_caregivers.pdf

ü Liaisons must help unaccompanied youth choose and enroll in a 
ǎŎƘƻƻƭΣ ƎƛǾŜ ǇǊƛƻǊƛǘȅ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ȅƻǳǘƘΩǎ ǿƛǎƘŜǎΣ ŀƴŘ ƛƴŦƻǊƳ ǘƘŜ ȅƻǳǘƘ ƻŦ 
his/her appeal rights. 11432(G)(3)(B)(iv)

ü School personnel(administrators, teachers, attendance officers, 
enrollment personnel) must be made aware of the specific needs of 
runaway and homeless youth. 11432(g)(1)(D)

http:// www.isbe.net/homeless/pdf/83-04T-MKV-cert-minor-health-form.pdf
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Enrollment of Unaccompanied Youth

http://www.isbe.net/homeless/pdf/83-04J_caregivers.pdf
http://www.isbe.net/homeless/pdf/83-04T-MKV-cert-minor-health-form.pdf

