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BLOOD BORNE CONTAGIOUS OR INFECTIOUS DISEASES
The attendance at school of students who suffer from blood borne diseases which are
infectious or contagious, such as AIDS and Hepatitis B, and which may be transmitted by the
exchange of body secretions is determined by the superintendent on a case-by-case basis. The
superintendent obtains the advice of the local department of health to assist with the
determination. The student may be excluded from school and school-related functions pending
the superintendent's decision. The superintendent issues regulations setting forth the procedures
to be followed to effectuate this policy.
The identity of a student who has tested positive for human immunodeficiency virus is
confidential in accordance with law.
An alternative educational program is made available to any student whose removal
pursuant to this policy is expected to result in a prolonged absence from school or where
otherwise required by law.
Training in the use of universal precautions for handling blood is conducted periodically
in accordance with state and federal law. Universal precautions for handling blood are
implemented within the school setting and on buses in accordance with state and federal law.
The school board adopts guidelines for school attendance for children with human
immunodeficiency virus. Such guidelines are consistent with the model guidelines for such
school attendance developed by the Board of Education.
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Legal Refs.:

Code of Virginia, 1950, as amended, §§ 22.1-271.3, 32.1-36.1, 32.1-45.2.
Model Guidelines for School Attendance for Children with Human
Immunodeficiency Virus (Attachment to Virginia Department of Education
Superintendent’s Memo #32 (Feb. 13, 2004)).
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Protection from Bloodborne Pathogens
An exposure control plan has been established by Tazewell County Public Schools in order to minimize and
to prevent, when possible, the exposure of employees and students to disease-causing microorganisms
transmitted through human blood. Copies of this plan will be available for review in the principal's office
in individual schools and the School Board office.

Legal Reference:
OSHA/VDSH 1910.1030 Bloodborne Pathogens Standard.

Approved by School Board: August 13, 2001
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MODEL GUIDELINES FOR SCHOOL ATTENDANCE FOR CHILDREN WITH
HUMAN IMMUNODEFICIENCY VIRUS
The Tazewell County Public School Division will work cooperatively with the Tazewell County Health
Department to ensure compliance with Virginia Code 22.1-271.3 for school attendance of children
infected with human immunodeficiency virus (HIV).
A. Students are expected to be in compliance with an immunization schedule (Article 2, 22.1-271.2);
however, some required immunizations may be harmful to the health of the student who is HIV
infected or has AIDS. Students who are HIV infected or have AIDS may get an exemption from
complying with the requirements (Virginia Code 22.1-272). School personnel will cooperate with
public health personnel in completing and coordinating immunization data, exemptions, and
exclusions, including immunization forms.
B. Mandatory screening for HIV infection is not warranted as a condition for school entry. Upon
learning a student is HIV infected or has AIDS, the superintendent will consult with the individual's
family and physician or a health official from the local department to determine whether the student
is well enough to stay in school. Since it is known that HIV is not transmitted through casual
contact, any student who is HIV infected will continue education in a regular classroom assignment
unless the health status interferes significantly with performance. If a change in the student's
program is necessary, the superintendent or designee, family, and physician or health official will
develop an individual plan which is medically, legally, and educationally sound. If the HIV student is
receiving special education services, the services will be in agreement with established policies.
C. Parents/guardians may appeal decisions for restriction or exclusion as determined by the school
division's established procedures.
D. All persons privileged with any medical information about HIV infected students shall be required to
treat all proceedings, discussions, and documents as confidential information. Individuals will be
informed of the situation on a "Need to Know" basis with written consent of the parent/guardian.
E. Universal precautions for handling blood will be implemented within the school setting and on
buses. To ensure implementation of the proper standard operating procedures for all body fluids, the
guidelines from the Virginia Department of Health will be followed. In-service training will be
provided to all school personnel. Training will include local division policies; etiology,
transmission, prevention, and risk reduction of HIV; standard operating procedures for handling
blood and body fluids; and community resources available for information and referral. Periodic
updates will be supplied through in-service or memoranda.
F. Comprehensive and age-appropriate instruction on the principal modes by which HIV is spread and
the best methods for the reduction and prevention of AIDS are required to encourage the support
and protection of the HIV infected student. To enhance school attendance, the school division will
collaborate with public and private organizations in the provision of support services to HIV
infected students.
Approved by School Board: May 10, 2004

